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Explicit Instruction Implementation Log 

Date: 3/21/07 

District: Davenport 

School: West High School 

Name/Grade Level or Role: Mike Wood / Chemistry 

Check One:

 X  I am using this log to plan or record notes for my lesson. 

_____ I am using this log as I observe my collaborative partner:  _____________ 

_____ I am using this log as I observe a live or videotaped demonstration during  
  staff development:_____________________________________________ 

1. Lesson focus 

Concept, process, skill, or strategy selected: 

Comprehension skill or strategy focus—Summarizing 

1 (#) Lesson in this explicit instruction sequence 

2. Resources  

—used for teacher modeling/demonstration and students’ practices and 
application activities: 

Chemical Reactions by Jenny Karpelenia, pp. 12-13, “Conservation of Matter” 

Modern Chemistry; Holt, Rinehart and Winston, p. 241, “Describing Chemical 
Reactions” 

3. Lesson Introduction 

Include introductory statement about what students will be learning to do and 
a brief explanation of why or how the concept, process, skill, or strategy will be 
useful to them as readers: 

Today, I am going to model the strategy called summarizing which will allow 
you to remember the most important information in a book or passage.  To 
summarize, the reader identifies the main idea, selects the most important 
supporting details, and then restates them in his/her own words. If we can 
summarize a passage it is often easier for us to remember the most 
important information and ideas from the text. 
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4. Teacher Models and Demonstrations  

(Include/attach a copy of the passage/passages used with this lesson. 

Remember to read the passage or passages to students.) 


Include key statements that describe your thinking as you apply the concept or 
strategy: 

I’m going to read a passage from this book, Chemical Reactions by Jenny 
Karpelenia. 

Now I’m going to share with you my thinking about how I summarized this 
text. 

First, I looked at the beginning of the passage for the main idea.  I know that 
the main idea is the most important thing the author is trying to tell the 
reader. I thought that the most important information in this passage was 
that the matter on one side of an equation must total the matter on the 
other side of the equation. 

Next, I looked at the middle of the text to find some important details to 
support the main idea. Most of this section focused on examples to show how 
you would balance an equation.  While this was very helpful, it really wasn’t 
that important to include in my summary.  The details I thought were most 
important to remember was that the number of atoms of reactants and 
products in a chemical reaction must be balanced.   

Then I looked at the end of the passage for the conclusion.  I know that the 
conclusion often restates the main idea and important information from the 
passage. The conclusion for this passage stated that the Law of 
Conservation of Matter says that matter can change from one form to 
another but cannot be created or destroyed. 

Now I have to put all that information together and state it in my own 
words. Since this passage was all about balancing equations on both sides, I 
knew I had to include that in my summary.  I also wanted to include the law 
of conservation in my summary, since that is the title of this section of the 
text. So, my summary of this passage is:   

The Law of Conservation and Matter states that matter on the reactant 
side of an equation must equal the matter on the product side of an equation. 

By determining the most important information in this passage and putting it 
into my own words, I was able to create a summary of it.  Now it will be 
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easier for me to remember it. 

5. 

a. Students’ Practice and Application Activities  

Describe the activity and what is said to students as they begin their 
practices: 

Now you will practice summarizing a passage from your textbook; the 
first two paragraphs on p .241.  Remember to look at the beginning, 
middle and end of the text. Find the main idea and important details.  

With your partner, summarize the passage in your own words and be 
prepared to share your summary and your thinking about how you did it 
out loud with the group. Remember to keep it short. 

b. Data Collection  

What data will you collect to determine student progress? 

Observe the students’ ability to summarize the passage and share their 
thinking. Copies of the summaries will be collected. 

“What was your summary?” 

“How did you decide which information to include in your summary?” 

“What were you thinking as you summarized this passage?” 

c. Reflections on Student Responses: 

12  (#) Students who have performance and cognitive control

 8 (#) Students who are making good progress 

4  (#) Students who are struggling 

6. Items To Address or Emphasize in the Next Lesson 

—in the explanation, modeling, or design of activities and selection of 

materials: 


For the next activity, I will pair up those students who were making good 
progress with those students who had cognitive control for guided practice.  
The four students who are struggling will work with the teacher in a small 
group with additional modeling. 

© 2008 Iowa Department of Education E.F. Calhoun, The Phoenix Alliance. 
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7. Monitoring Transfer 

What student actions, statements, or products will you look for after the 
lesson(s) as evidence that students have transferred the application of the 
targeted concept, process, skill, or strategy to real reading situations?: 

Collaboration Data 
In the last five school days, have you worked with your collaborative 
partner to select and rehearse explicit instruction components? 

Planning  X Yes  No If “Yes,” how many times?  5 . 

Rehearsing X Yes  No If “Yes,” how many times?  2 . 

In the last five school days, have you demonstrated an explicit instruction 
lesson (with students) for your collaborative partner? 

X Yes  No If “Yes,” how many times?  1 . 

Questions about explicit instruction lessons: 
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