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Think-aloud Implementation Log 
Review 
Think-alouds provide an opportunity to share with students your use of 
comprehension processes or strategies as you gather meaning from and use 
written text. This may include how you determine main idea or the author’s 
purpose, use the author’s organization of text, access and use prior knowledge, 
and how reading often creates new questions for us to answer. Essentially, you are 
modeling for students how you gather meaning from text, explicitly 
telling/modeling for students the comprehension process or strategy you are using 
to understand the author’s message. This also includes how you think about or 
approach the task of gathering meaning using that strategy. One of the major 
instructional purposes for using nonfiction Think-alouds is to model the use of 
reading comprehension processes and strategies for students; however, our long-
range goal is to have students use these processes and strategies themselves. In 
order to do this, they need many practice opportunities doing their own Think-
alouds across a wide range of text. 

Implementation Information 

X  I am using this log to plan or record notes for my lesson. 

 I am using this log as I observe my collaborative planning partner: 
____________________________________________________ 

 I am using this log as I observe a live or videotaped demonstration during 
staff development: ___________________ 

Date: 4/11/07 District/School: Davenport/McKinley Elementary 

Name, Grade Level or Role: Pam Falk-Johnson / Special Education 

Title of Nonfiction Book Used: Dig, Wait, Listen: A Desert Toad’s Tale Treasures 

Pages: 164-173 and 174-181 Author(s): Macmillan/McGraw Hill series 

Concepts addressed from social studies, science, mathematics, other: 

Concepts and processes represented/modeled from language arts 
(reading comprehension process or strategy announced): 

Process Modeled: Summarizing 
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How does the teacher model his or her use of what the author(s) provided 
in the text? 

We’ve been studying about life in the desert and how animals survive in such 
dry conditions.  I thought we should read this story about a spadefoot toad. 

Today, as we read, we are going to learn an important skill that good readers 
use called summarizing. Can you say, summarizing? Summarizing means to 
retell the story by remembering the most important ideas and putting them 
into your own words. This will help you understand and remember the most 
important ideas in the story. 

As I read the story I’m going to try to remember the important things that 
happen in the story. After I have finished reading, I am going to think aloud 
about what happened and put it in my own words to show you how to 
summarize. 

(Read Passage) 

Now, I’m going to share with you my thinking as I summarized this passage.  
First, I looked at the first page of the passage for the main idea.  I thought 
that what the author was trying to tell me in this passage was that the 
spade foot toad was waiting for the rain. 

Then, I thought about all the animals that had made noises that sounded like 
rain. I thought it was important to remember the names and sounds of all 
the animals. 

Now I have to put all that information together and try to summarize it in 
my own words. Let’s see, the toad was deep in the sand.  She was waiting 
underground for the sound of rain.  She heard some animals overhead making 
sounds, but these have not been the sound of rain.  A good way to summarize 
this part of the selection is: 

(WRITE OUT ON PAPER)  

The toad hears many animals overhead while waiting for the rain.
 

In my think-aloud I showed you how I was thinking about what was most 
important and putting it into my own words. 

What, if any, student application activity was used? 

Now it’s your turn to practice summarizing.  Let’s read the next part of the 
story on pages 174-177 about the spade foot toad and see if you can tell me 
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how to summarize.  

(Read pages 174-177. Get responses from students.) 

Summary: (WRITE OUT) 

When the rain begins the toad comes up and lays her eggs. 


Those were great responses! I want you to remember that the skill of 
summarizing helps us to become better readers and helps you remember the 
important parts of a story. 

a. Reflections on the attributes of the Think-aloud and organization of the 
lesson: 

b. Reflections on student response: 

Two students seemed to have control of this strategy over this text. One 
student is making progress and one is struggling. Additional models and 
opportunities for student practice are needed. I’ll include student think-
alouds in these future opportunities. 

Please include a copy of the passage used for your Think-aloud. 

Implementation Data 
In the last 5 days, have you worked with your collaborative planning partner to 
select and rehearse a Think-aloud?

 X Yes ____ No If “Yes,” how many times?  2 . 

In the last 5 days, have you demonstrated a Think-aloud (with students) for your 
collaborative partner? 

X Yes ____ No If “Yes,” how many times?  1 . 
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