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Explicit Instruction Implementation Log 

Date: February 16, 2007 

District: Davenport 

School: Washington 

Name/Grade Level or Role: Shanna Robinson/Reading Specialist/Grade 4 

Check One:

 X  I am using this log to plan or record notes for my lesson. 

 I am using this log as I observe my collaborative partner:  _____________ 

 I am using this log as I observe a live or videotaped demonstration during
  staff development:_____________________________________________ 

1. Lesson focus 

Concept, process, skill, or strategy selected: 

Comprehension process or strategy represented—Monitoring 

1 (#) Lesson in this explicit instruction sequence 

2. Resources  

—used for teacher modeling/demonstration and students’ practices and 

application activities:
 

3. Lesson Introduction 

Include introductory statement about what students will be learning to do and 
a brief explanation of why or how the concept, process, skill, or strategy will be 
useful to them as readers: 

You have been learning about the westward expansion and the role Lewis 
and Clark played.  You may have also heard about an Indian woman named 
Sacagawea that helped them find their way.  As I looked through some of the 
books we have on Lewis and Clark and the role Sacagawea played, I realized 
just how tricky some of this text is.  I thought, “Boy! A person really has to 
know how to monitor what they read to make sure they really understood 
what they read!” 

So today, we are going to focus on a comprehension strategy called 
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monitoring. Good readers monitor their comprehension to know when they 
understand what they read and when they don’t.  Good readers stop when 
they notice they don’t understand and use fix-up strategies to help them 
understand what they read. This will be very important to you as readers as 
you start investigating the important role Lewis and Clark played in the 
westward expansion. You will be reading challenging books, and you will need 
to monitor your reading to be sure you understand what you read. 

4. Teacher Models and Demonstrations  

(Include/attach a copy of the passage/passages used with this lesson. 

Remember to read the passage or passages to students.) 


Include key statements that describe your thinking as you apply the concept or 
strategy: 

Let me show you what monitoring looks like.  I am going to read a passage 
called “Sacagawea” from the book The Lewis and Clark Expedition by Susan 
Bursell. Now I said that when good readers monitor, they know when what 
they read makes sense. They also know that if things stop making sense, they 
need to stop and use some fix-up strategies to help them make it make sense. 
When I read, if I get to a spot that stops making sense, I am going to stop and 
try some fix-up strategies to help me understand.   

(Read sentences one and two) 

Sacagawea helped the Corps of Discovery in many ways.  Clark realized that a woman’s 
presence showed the party’s peaceful intentions, “as no woman ever accompanies a war 
party of Indians in this quarter.” 

This sentence was really tricky and I don’t think I know what the author was 
saying. I’m going to try to re-read it and see if that helps: Clark realized 
that a woman’s presence showed the party’s peaceful intentions.  No, that 
didn’t help me understand, but it did help me know where the problem was. I 
don’t really know what the author meant by “peaceful intentions.”  Let’s see, I 
do know that peaceful means they don’t want to do any harm, but I don’t 
know what intentions means. I’ll try to read the rest of the sentence to see 
if that helps: “as no woman ever accompanies a war party of Indians in this 
quarter”. Wait a minute. They are talking about a war party of Indians.  Oh, 
that means a group of Indians that is going to fight another group of Indians.  
I remember learning about that in class.  And the part before that said that 
no woman ever goes with those groups.  So I know that Sacagawea was a 
woman, and she was with a group of men. If I put all the clues together with 
the things I already know about Indians, I think I can figure it out.  The 
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author is telling us that if Sacagawea went with the group, it would help 
other Indian groups know that this group didn’t want to fight.  So now I 
understand what the author meant by “peaceful intentions”.  Now I can go on. 

Sacagawea knew which wild plants were safe to eat.  Lewis wrote that as an interpreter, 
Sacagawea was the group’s only hope for friendly relations with the Shoshone, “on whom 
we depend for horses to assist us in our portage from the Missouri to the Columbia river.” 

There’s another sentence that lost me! Let’s see, the first sentence said 
that Sacagawea could show them what plants were okay to eat.  So it was 
the next sentence that was tricky. Let me re-read it and figure out where 
it stops making sense: 

Lewis wrote that as an interpreter” 

Okay, it’s the word ‘interpreter’. I’m not sure what that meant.  Again, I 
already re-read and that helped me find where the problem was, but it didn’t 
help me understand the word.   

I’d better read on to see if that helps:  

Sacagawea was the group’s only hope for friendly relations with the Shoshone.   

Let’s see, I know what friendly means, and relations is kind of what we say 
when we are related to someone, or connected to someone.  So friendly 
relations must mean good connections with the other Indians.  And they 
needed Sacagawea to help them have good connections with the other 
Indians. 

I still don’t know what that word interpreter means though, so I need to keep 
reading: 

“on whom we depend for horses to assist us in our portage from the Missouri to the 
Columbia River.” 

This part said something about depending on the Shoshone people for horses 
for their portage from the Missouri to the Columbia river.  Oh, ‘from’ helps 
me know they need to get from one place to another, and the horses were 
going to help them do that. But in order to get the horses they needed to be 
able to tell the Indians what they need. Oh, wait a minute. I think this is a 
clue. I already know Sacagawea is an Indian.  At the beginning of the 
sentence it said that they needed Sacagawea to help them get along with 
the Shoshone people.  I wonder if that word “interpreter” means she could 
speak the other Indians’ language? 
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Let me re-read and see if that makes sense:    

Lewis wrote that as an interpreter, Sacagawea was the group’s only hope for friendly 
relations with the Shoshone, “on whom we depend for horses to assist us in our portage 
from the Missouri to the Columbia river.” 

That sounds right. They needed Sacagawea to help them talk to other 
Indians so they could get horses to get from the Missouri to the Columbia 
River. 

As I read, I really monitored my reading so I would know when what I was 
reading made sense and when it didn’t. When it stopped making sense, I 
stopped reading. I then used some of our fix-up strategies to help me find 
clues in the text and use what I know about Indians to help me understand 
what I was reading.   

5. 

a. Students’ Practice and Application Activities  

Describe the activity and what is said to students as they begin their 
practices: 

Now it’s your turn to try.  We are going to look at the last sentence of 
this paragraph. While you are reading, you may get to a spot where you 
don’t understand what you are reading.  When that happens, raise your 
hand. I will help you use some fix-up strategies to help you understand 
what you are reading. 

Students will read: 

“Clark thought highly of Sacagawea. She deserved a greater reward for her attention 
and services…than we had in our power to give her.” 

Through scaffolding, the student will identify fix-up strategies that will 
be useful. 

b. Data Collection  

What data will you collect to determine student progress? 

Informal student observation and discussion. 
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c. Reflections on Student Responses: 

Two of the students were able to clearly explain where they were 
confused, and were able to think through the fix-up strategies and use 
good language to clarify their thinking. The other two students were 
able to find where meaning broke down, but were not able to clearly think 
their way through the fix-up strategies.  These students needed quite a 
bit more scaffolding. 

2 (#) Students who have performance and cognitive control

 2  (#) Students who are making good progress 

0  (#) Students who are struggling 

6. Items To Address or Emphasize in the Next Lesson 

—in the explanation, modeling, or design of activities and selection of 
materials: 

With another passage, we will review the possible fix-up strategies.  The 
students will then read a brief paragraph.  When the meaning breaks down, I 
will individually work with that student to scaffold their understanding of 
the fix-up strategies. More discussion and interaction with the fix-up 
strategies will help the students know what to do when things stop making 
sense. 

7. Monitoring Transfer 

What student actions, statements, or products will you look for after the 
lesson(s) as evidence that students have transferred the application of the 
targeted concept, process, skill, or strategy to real reading situations?: 

Collaboration Data 
In the last five school days, have you worked with your collaborative 
partner to select and rehearse explicit instruction components? 

Planning  X Yes  No If “Yes,” how many times?  4 . 

Rehearsing X Yes  No If “Yes,” how many times?  2 . 
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In the last five school days, have you demonstrated an explicit instruction 
lesson (with students) for your collaborative partner? 

X Yes  No If “Yes,” how many times?  2 . 

Additional implementation data: 

Number of lessons in the sequence: . 

Number of lessons modeled by the teacher: . 

Number of lessons with guided practice: . 

Questions about explicit instruction lessons: 
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