
 
 

  
 
 

  

      
         

     
       

  
   

  
     

  
        

        
   

     
     

   
      
   

             
   

    
            

          
        

        
       

       
       

          
          

       
           

        
  

 
           

       
        

   
 

               
    

 
                

 
 

            

Steps for Questioning the Author
 
Planning Steps Description 
Identify Major 
Understandings and 
Potential Problems 

Pre-read the text to identify major concepts. Also identify 
concepts that are not clearly presented or that may require 
additional background knowledge for students. 

Segment Text Decide which segment(s) will be read and where to break 
for discussions. 

Develop Questions Plan which questions to pose 
Implementing Steps Description 
Introduce Text Briefly provide any necessary background knowledge for 

students. 
Read Text Segment Students may have pre-read the text. Have students read 

the segment orally with a small group or partner; or they 
may read it silently. 

Facilitate Discussion Begin by posing the initiating and focusing questions. 
Follow up with linking questions, identifying difficulties, 
and—where necessary—encouraging students to refer 
back to the text. In addition, use the discussion moves 
listed below as needed. 

*Marking Draw attention to a response by a student that notes the 
concept(s) to be emphasized. 
Good point. It’s important to understand…. 

*Turning Back Direct students back to the text to clarify ideas. 
Wait, what does the author say about that on page 24? 

*Revoicing Rephrase an idea to clarify thinking. 
It seems you are saying…. Did I get that right? 

*Modeling Demonstrate a response. 
When I was reading this, I was confused when the author 
said….I think that point could have been made clearer. 

*Annotating Fill in information not provided in the text. 
The author didn’t tell us, but the Japanese Americans lost 
many of their homes and businesses during this time. 

*Recapping Summarize before moving on to the next segment. 
Those were great ideas. You figured out why people in the 
Southern states resisted Reconstruction laws. 

After much practice in whole group and small group, students can use the QtA strategy 
collaboratively to improve their comprehension of text. As students develop their 
metacognition skills, students will be able to improve their comprehension by generating 
questions silently as they read. 
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