
      
 

               
                

          
      

 
         

 
 

      
 

     
 

           
 

        
 

            
             

  
 

    
 

      
 

      
 

    
 

      
 

          
                

 
 

           
         

    
 

           
           

 
             
    

 

A Vignette: Questioning the Author in English 

In this vignette, Edgar Allan Poe is a new author to a group of adolescent students. They 
have little or not background knowledge of his life or his work. Their teacher, Mrs. Scott, 
will use the Questioning the Author strategy to help the students gain meaning as they 
work with ideas they have formed during a shared reading. 

Mrs. Scott reads aloud the first stanza, and then draws students’ attention to Poe’s
 
message.
 

“What is Poe talking about in this poem?”
 

Voices echo, “Annabel Lee. Love.”
 

“Is he the speaker in ‘Annabel Lee’? Let’s look for clues in his poem.”
 

Students note the last line of the stanza.
 

With a smile and a nod, Mrs. Scott alerts the class to listen to the rhyme, rhythm, and 

sounds of the poem as she continues to read aloud. During her reading she pauses to ask 

more questions.
 

“What is Poe’s message?”
 

Voices echo: “Death. Love. Sorrow. Marriage.”
 

“Do you feel that Poe really loves Annabel Lee?”
 

The class shouts, “Yes!”
 

Mrs. Scott probes, “How do you know?”
 

Eric immediately replies, “Because he talks about angels in heaven being jealous of Poe’s
 
and Annabel’s love. But I don’t get it when he talks about him being a child, and her, a
 
child.”
 

As the students generate questions and thoughts, the instructor shifts from a teacher-

centered approach to a student-centered approach. Mrs. Scott is doing less talking and the
 
students are doing more.
 

Josh adds, “Yeah, on Valentine’s Day, I see little angels with hearts, bows, and arrows on 

cards. Are Poe and Annabel Lee sweethearts? Are they grown-ups or are they kids?”
 

Carolina calls out, “I think that maybe they were teenage loves and the angels are
 
symbols of their love.”
 



            
            

          
 

            
 

 
      

     
       

   
 

              
              

    
 

           
     

 
          

          
 

           
 

              
  

 
       

 
            

       
 

             
       

 
             

      
 

             
   

 
          

           
              

          
         

Mrs. Scott guides them through the next stanza, then stops and asked. “Have you ever 
loved someone? Think about how you felt at that time. How did you feel when that 
person left?” She waits for them to ponder these ideas. 

Then she continues, “Why did Poe write the following lines? What is he really trying to 
say?” 

And this was the reason that, long ago,
 
In the kingdom by the sea,
 

A wind blew out of a cloud, chilling
 
My beautiful Annabel Lee….”
 

“He blames the angels for her death because maybe she got very sick and died, Poe can’t 
really explain how she got sick, so he tells us the wind came from the angels, and it made 
her sick,” offers Tanisha. 

Shaking his head, Thomas interjects, “How can the wind come from the angels and how 
can the wind make Annabel Lee sick?” 

Instead of answering Thomas, Mrs. Scott responds with a question to dig deeper. “Is why 
she got sick as important as the information in the previous stanzas?” 

Murmurs fill the room as students look back at the previous stanzas. 

Roberto offers, “Maybe it isn’t important for us to know how she died, because Poe 
would have told us.” 

“Or he really didn’t know,” Joelle interjects. 

“I think it’s important that Poe and Annabel Lee loved each other and when she died, he 
still thought they were married,” offers Ting. 

Mrs. Scott reads aloud the final segment of the poem and asks, “If you could, would you 
bring Annabel Lee back to Poe? Why do you think this way?” 

Tanisha replies, “Definitely, I would bring her back to life, because Poe is in a lot of pain. 
He is sleeping by her side in the tomb!” 

Eric retorts, “I wouldn’t. Once you die, it’s never the same when you come back. People 
change over time.” 

To prevent this comment from leading the students onto another tangent, Mrs. Scott 
reveals an important fact from Poe’s life that they had not known. “Mr. Poe died two 
days after he wrote this poem. If you could speak to Mr. Poe right now, what would you 
say to him? Taken ten minutes to write your responses and then you’ll share with the 
class.” Here Mrs. Scott uses a Write to Learn strategy to allow students to independently 



             
         

         
  

 
        

           
           

        
          

 
                

   
 

consolidate their thinking. She sparks the students’ thinking about Poe as both the author 
and the speaker of the poem. Using the written responses, students then interact with each 
other and Mrs. Scott uses class discussion practices such as marking, turning back, 
revoicing, and recapping. 

Mrs. Scott has led the students’ discussion in order to develop quality and depth of 
meaning. She keeps the focus on the topic and helps students clarify confusion. Her 
questioning allows the students to transform the words on the page into the author’s very 
personal ideas and feelings and ultimately into their own ideas and opinions. Students 
were able to make connections to the text based on constructive thinking and curiosity. 

Fisher, D. & Frey, N. (2004). Improving Adolescent Literacy: Strategies at Work. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson. Pgs. 63-64. 


