
                 
 

    
        

           
       

           
          

    

             
   

    

 

  
  
    
      
    
    

    
     

       
 

 

   
   
    

      
      

 
     

        
 

 

    
    

    
      

   
    

   
      

 

Questioning Based on Text Structure 
Through direction instruction, modeling, and shared experiences, students can be taught to ask 
questions based on the text structures they encounter. Students will develop skill in this type of 
questioning when taught using a Gradual Release of Responsibility framework. 

The questions below are merely examples. The variety is intended to show both low and high 
cognitive level questions—all students should be taught to ask themselves both. This includes 
young readers and struggling readers. 

After some work with text structure, students might general their own set of possible questions 
for text structures. 

Text Structure Possible Questions 

Sequence 

What happened? 
What happened next? 
What are the steps? 
What is the sequence of events? 
What connects the events? 
What are the sub-stages? 
Could the order be different? 
Are all the events important? 
What might be the effects of changing the 
order? 

Compare/Contrast 

What is alike? 
What is different? 
What is the relationship? 
Are they mainly alike or mainly different? 
How could they become more alike or more 
different? 
Are all the attributes included? 
What is the consequence of their likenesses or 
differences? 

Descriptive 

What are the attributes? 
How do the attributes relate? 
Can I picture this? 
What is important about the attributes? 
Are there missing attributes? 
What does this description help me to 
understand about this topic? 
What attributes are most important to my 
understanding? 
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Point of View 

How many points of view are included? 
What are the points of view? 
How do they differ? 
How are they alike? 
Why did these points of view develop? 
What influenced these points of view? 
How do these points of view effect behavior? 
What information might change a point of 
view? 
What points of view might be missing? 
Why are these points of view not included? 

Problem/Solution 

What is the problem? 
What are possible solutions? 
What solution is best? 
Which solution is chosen? 
Why was that solution chosen? 
What are the results of the solution? 
Were there unintended results from the 
solution? 
What might be the results of other solutions? 

Cause/Effect 

What is the cause? 
Are there other causes? 
What is the effect? 
Are there other effects? 
Is the effect as expected? 
Is the overall effect positive or negative? 
What effects are not mentioned? 
Are there unintended effects? 
Could the cause(s) have created a different 
effect under different circumstances? 
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