
 

  

  

      

   

   

 

     

 

    

    

 

 

  
  

   
      

 

   

       

Teacher Modeling—Kindergarten Students, A Lesson on Plant and Animal Life in a Tree 

Explicit Instruction Implementation Log 
(Kindergarten—Plant and Animal Life in a Tree) 

Date: November 2004 

District/School: PCM, Prairie City Elementary 

Name/Grade Level or Role: Jo Ellen Latham, AEA 11, Kindergarten 

Check One:

 X  I am using this log to plan or record notes for my lesson. 

_____ I am using this log as I observe my collaborative partner: _______________________ 

_____ I am using this log as I observe a live or videotaped demonstration during staff 
development:_____________________________________________________ 

1. Lesson focus 

Concept, process, skill, or strategy selected: 

Model the use of the Question Answer Relationship strategy to improve 
comprehension. 

Question Category: In the Book/In My Head 

1  (#) Lesson in this explicit instruction sequence 

2. Resources 

—used for teacher modeling/demonstration and students’ practices and application 
activities: 

Trumbauer, L. & Evento, S. (1996). Life in a tree. Newbridge Educational Publishing. 

3. Lesson Introduction 

Include introductory statement about what students will be learning to do and a 
brief explanation of why or how the concept, process, skill, or strategy will be useful 
to them as readers: 

I know that your class has been working on the differences between questions and 
comments. Today we are going to learn more about questions and the two places we 
can go to answer questions. 

Can you remember the two places or sources for answering questions? (prompt if 
needed) 

This strategy is called Question Answer Relationship, and it helps us understand and 
remember what we read. 

E.F. Calhoun, The Phoenix Alliance. 
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Teacher Modeling—Kindergarten Students, A Lesson on Plant and Animal Life in a Tree 

Sample Explicit Instruction Implementation Log (continued) 
(Kindergarten—Plant and Animal Life in a Tree) 

4. Teacher Models and Demonstrations 

Include key statements that describe your thinking as you apply the concept or 
strategy: (Think-Aloud) 

Today I am going to show you how I think about where I find answers to questions, 
then I’ll want you to practice. 

I am going to read some passages from this book “Life in A Tree.” 

(Talk about cover) 

This is a nonfiction book that will help us learn more about plants and animals that 
live in or near trees. 

(Read passage on pp. 2-3, name pictures) 

Here is a question that goes with this text: “Have you seen other birds living in trees?” 

I will share my thinking as to how I answer this question. This last weekend I went to 
my mom and dad’s house. They have a big picture window. When I sit and look out 
the picture window, I can see some hummingbirds that live in a tree in their yard. I 
was able to answer the question “have you seen other birds living in trees” from In 
My Head because the answer was something that happened to me and didn’t 
happen in this book. 

Here is another question from this text: “Can you name an animal that lives in this 
tree?” 

To answer this question, I am going to look at the book and I see that a chipmunk 
lives in this tree. This answer came from In the Book because I can find the answer 
right here in the book. Thinking about questions and where to find their answers 
helps me as I reader to understand and remember what I read. 

5. a. Students’ Practice and Application Activities 

Describe the activity and what is said to students as they begin their practices: 

Let’s try this together. I will read another passage. 

(Read text on page 6) 

Here’s a question for this text: “Where does the baby squirrel make its’ nest?” 

(Call on student to respond) 

Where did you go to find your answer—In the Book or In Your Head? How do you 
know? 

Here is another question: “What animals have you seen make their nests in trees?” 

(Call on student to respond) 

Where did you go to find your answer—In the Book or In Your Head? How do you 
know? 

E.F. Calhoun, The Phoenix Alliance. 
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Teacher Modeling—Kindergarten Students, A Lesson on Plant and Animal Life in a Tree 

Sample Explicit Instruction Implementation Log (continued) 
(Kindergarten—Plant and Animal Life in a Tree) 

5. a. (continued) 

Let’s look at the next page.
 

Have you ever seen this animal before? 


(follow up with prompt: “where did you see it?”)
 

When you answered the question “Have you seen this animal before?--did the 

answer come from In the Book or In Your Head? How do you know? I am going to 
read the passage on this page. 

(Read passage) 

What are the porcupine’s favorite foods? 

(Call on student to respond) 

Where did you go to find your answer—In the Book or In Your Head? How do you 
know? Who can share their thinking? 

Let’s try one more. 

(Read passage on p. 9) 

What do you know about bees? 

(Answer could come from both—prompt to share their thinking) 

What animals are making their nests in the hole of this tree? 

(Call on student to respond) 

Where did you go to find your answer—In the Book or In Your Head? How do you 
know? Who can share their thinking? 

Where are the two places or sources to find answers to our questions? Knowing this 
will help you as you become readers to understand and remember what you read. 

5. b. Data Collection 

What data will you collect to determine student progress? 

5. c. Reflections on Student Responses:

  _____ (#) Students who have performance and cognitive control


  _____ (#) Students who are making good progress


  _____ (#) Students who are struggling
 

6. Items to Address or Emphasize in the Next Lesson 

—in the explanation, modeling, or design of activities and selection of materials: 

E.F. Calhoun, The Phoenix Alliance. 
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Teacher Modeling—Kindergarten Students, A Lesson on Plant and Animal Life in a Tree 

Sample Explicit Instruction Implementation Log (continued) 
(Kindergarten—Plant and Animal Life in a Tree) 

7. Monitoring Transfer 

What student actions, statements, or products will you look for after the lesson(s) as 
evidence that students have transferred the application of the targeted concept, 
process, skill, or strategy to real reading situations? 

Collaboration Data 

In the last five school days, have you worked with your collaborative partner to select and 
rehearse explicit instruction components? 

____ Yes ____ No If “Yes,” how many times?  ____ 

In the last five school days, have you demonstrated an explicit instruction lesson (with 
students) for your collaborative partner? 

____ Yes ____ No If “Yes,” how many times?  ____ 

Questions about explicit instruction lessons: 

E.F. Calhoun, The Phoenix Alliance. 
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