
 

  

      

   

   

 

     

    

    

  

 

  
  

 
 

     
   

   
  

   

 
  

Teacher Modeling—6th Grade Students, A Lesson on Ocean Life 

Explicit Instruction Implementation Log 
(6th Grade—Ocean Life) 

Date: November 2004 

District/School: PCM, Prairie City Elementary 

Name/Grade Level or Role: Jo Ellen Latham, AEA 11, 6th grade 

Check One:

 X  I am using this log to plan or record notes for my lesson. 

_____ I am using this log as I observe my collaborative partner: _______________________ 

_____ I am using this log as I observe a live or videotaped demonstration during staff 
development:_____________________________________________________ 

1. Lesson focus 

Concept, process, skill, or strategy selected: 

Model the use of the Question Answer Relationship strategy to improve
 
comprehension.
 

Question Category: In the Book
 

Question Types: Right There/Think and Search
 

1  (#) Lesson in this explicit instruction sequence 

2. Resources 

—used for teacher modeling/demonstration and students’ practices and application 
activities: 

Unit on “Ocean Life” in students’ textbooks:
 
Harcourt School Publishers. (2000). Hartcourt science (sixth grade). Author.
 

3. Lesson Introduction 

Include introductory statement about what students will be learning to do and a 
brief explanation of why or how the concept, process, skill, or strategy will be useful 
to them as readers: 

You have been studying oceans in science. In this chapter you have learned about 
the characteristics of the ocean floor, and today you are going to read more about 
life in the oceans and the ecosystems that exist there. 

Today we are going to work with the strategy Question Answer Relationship, or QAR. 
We know that there are two sources where you can go to answer questions—In the 
Book and In Your Head. Today we are going to work with the two In the Book 
question types—Right There and Think and Search. A Right There question type is 
found in the book and you can find it in a single sentence. You also find a Think and 
Search question type in the book, but you may have to read across several sentences 
or paragraphs to find your answer. Thinking about the relationship between questions 
and their answers can help us as readers to become better and understanding and 
remembering text. 

E.F. Calhoun, The Phoenix Alliance. 
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Teacher Modeling—6th Grade Students, A Lesson on Ocean Life 

Sample Explicit Instruction Implementation Log (continued) 
(6th Grade—Ocean Life) 

4. Teacher Models and Demonstrations 

Include key statements that describe your thinking as you apply the concept or 
strategy: (Think-Aloud) 

As we read today’s section of text, I am going to share with you my thinking as to 
how I think about these two question types and how it helps me as a reader. Then we 
will practice together determining the question types of the questions for this text. 

If you open to page 70 of your text, you will see where we are going to read for the 
day. Our heading is ‘Life in the Oceans’, and the first subheading is ‘Ocean 
Environments.’ 

I will read this first passage out loud and show you some questions that go with the 
text. Then I will share my thinking as to how I figure the In the Book question type— 
Right There or Think and Search. 

(Read first passage) 

Here are some questions that go with this passage. The first question asks: “What is 
plankton?” 

If I go back to the passage, I read right here that plankton are organisms, including 
plants, animals, and protists that float freely on the ocean currents. Because I was 
able to find the answer to this question in a single sentence, this is a right there 
question type. I am going to write a #1 in the Right There column and then write my 
answer to the question. 

The next question is: “How does the ocean environment change with depth?” 

When I look back in the text I can read in this sentence as depth increases, there is 
less light. At first I thought this was the complete answer to my question, but then I 
read on and found out that as well as being less light, the water temperature drops 
and water pressure increases. As these conditions change, so do the organisms that 
can survive in them. My answer to this question is also in the book, but it is found 
across more than one sentence, so this is a think and search question type. By 
searching more sentences and thinking about the meaning of these sentences, I was 
able to better understand what happens to the ocean environment as the depth 
changes. I am going to write a #2 and the answer in the Think and Search column. 

5. a. Students’ Practice and Application Activities 

Describe the activity and what is said to students as they begin their practices: 

Let’s practice together. I want you to read the next passage on p. 72 about intertidal 
ecosystems silently. 

(read passage) 

Now I will read the passage orally. (read passage.) 

Here are some questions that go with this passage. 

“How do organisms survive low-tide conditions in an intertidal zone?” 

(Answer question) 

E.F. Calhoun, The Phoenix Alliance. 
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Teacher Modeling—6th Grade Students, A Lesson on Ocean Life 

Sample Explicit Instruction Implementation Log (continued) 
(6th Grade—Ocean Life) 

5.	 a. (continued) 

What question type. Share your thinking. Put on organizer. 

“Why is the intertidal zone important to land-dwelling animals?” 

(Answer question) 

What question type. Share your thinking. Put on organizer. 

Let’s practice some more. I want you to read silently about Estuary Ecosystems on 
pp. 74-75. Then with a partner I want you to answer the last three questions. I want 
you to also categorize the question type. Be ready to share your thinking with the 
group. 

(Debrief.) 

How does thinking about the relationship between questions and their answers help 
you as a reader? 

5.	 b. Data Collection 

What data will you collect to determine student progress? 

5. c. Reflections on Student Responses:

  _____ (#) Students who have performance and cognitive control

  _____ (#) Students who are making good progress

  _____ (#) Students who are struggling 

6. Items to Address or Emphasize in the Next Lesson 

—in the explanation, modeling, or design of activities and selection of materials: 

7. Monitoring Transfer 

What student actions, statements, or products will you look for after the lesson(s) as 
evidence that students have transferred the application of the targeted concept, 
process, skill, or strategy to real reading situations? 

E.F. Calhoun, The Phoenix Alliance. 
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Teacher Modeling—6th Grade Students, A Lesson on Ocean Life 

Sample Explicit Instruction Implementation Log (continued) 
(6th Grade—Ocean Life) 

Collaboration Data 

In the last five school days, have you worked with your collaborative partner to select and 
rehearse explicit instruction components? 

____ Yes ____ No If “Yes,” how many times?  ____ 

In the last five school days, have you demonstrated an explicit instruction lesson (with 
students) for your collaborative partner? 

____ Yes ____ No If “Yes,” how many times?  ____ 

Questions about explicit instruction lessons: 

E.F. Calhoun, The Phoenix Alliance. 
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Teacher Modeling—6th Grade Students, A Lesson on Ocean Life 

Student Questions: Ocean Life 

1. What is plankton? 

2. How does the ocean environment change with depth? 

3. How do organisms survive low-tide conditions in an intertidal zone? 

4. Why is the intertidal zone important to land-dwelling animals? 

5. What kind of water would you expect to find in an estuary? 

6. What conditions make estuaries ideal nurseries? 

7. Why are estuaries important to life in the open ocean?  
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