
	 

Previewing Text—Using an Anticipation Guide 

1. Introduce Topic 
We have been studying insects and the role they play in our environment. Today we are going to be reading a short 
article about insects and another role they play. 

2. Accessing Background Knowledge 
Here on our wall chart we’ve been listing the many roles insects play in our environment. Explain with your neighbor 
the meaning of “decomposer.” … Now explain with your neighbor the meaning of “pollinator.” 

3.	 Previewing 

Distribute Anticipation Guide. 


On the Anticipation Guide you see a list of statements. These may or may not be true. With your partner, read 
through each and write an “A” if you agree, and a “D” if you disagree 

Then open The Handy Bug Answer Book to page 245. Let’s take a few moments to preview this chapter. Silently read 
the title… Does this surprise you? Now let’s read the heading and first sentence of each part of the chapter… Did you 
notice the question/answer text structure? In your groups, explain why this text structure is helpful to us. 

Share out from each group. 

As you read with your partner, you will use your Anticipation Guides. Remember to write the page number where you 
find the correct statement. Indicate if you were right in your Agree/Disagree prediction. Finally, reflect on what you 
read—how does this change what you know or feel? Or does it raise more questions? 
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Anticipation Guide 

Use the following anticipation guide to preview a text before you read. Before reading, mark whether you agree or
disagree with each statement. After reading the text, fill in the page number where you found the answer to each
statement, tell whether or not you were right, and reflect on what you found. 

Agree/Disagree Page # Were you right? Reflection 
1. Most of the foods we 
eat contain insects or 
insect parts.
2. Insects are high in fat
and low in protein.
3. When silk is produced,
it destroys the pupae.
4. Termites can easily be
caught in water.
5. Insects that cannot be 
eaten include wasps and
mosquitoes.
6. Honeydew is collected
from aphids in Australia to
make sweets. 
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