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Reading Comprehension Talk-aloud Implementation Log 
Submitted by: Heather Gould & Becky Williams / AEA 267 

Reading Comprehension Talk-aloud Implementation 
Log 

Review 

Talk-alouds provide an opportunity to model the reading/writing connection so 
students can “see” and hear how an experienced and skillful reader relates to and 
uses what the author has provided. The text used may be only an illustration, a 
sentence, or several pages. Talk-alouds often include mentioning something you 
noticed or appreciated about the text. Comments may include discussing what you 
noticed about the relationship between the cover, the title, and the first line, and how 
they all worked together to announce the primary message of the book. Or, you might 
address what you noticed about how the author organized the text to get across the 
message. It is during Talk-alouds that we can address anything that relates to the 
communication loop between the author and the reader (the reader/writer 
connection). Our long-range instructional purpose for Talk-alouds is to have students 
be aware of and use the reader/writer connection themselves. Thus, while every 
teacher Talk-aloud does not need to be followed by student Talk-alouds, enough 
practice must be provided so that students learn to use the strategy themselves. 

Implementation Information 

X I am using this log to plan or record notes for my lesson. 

_____ I am using this log as I observe my collaborative planning partner: 

_____ I am using this log as I observe a live or videotaped demonstration during staff 
development: ___________________ 

Date:__3.31.2010__ District/School: AEA 267 

Name, Grade Level or Role: _Middle School 

Title of Nonfiction Book Used: National Geographic/ April 2010/ 

Pages: Technology insert [prior to first article on p. 36] Author(s): Jeremy Berlin 

1.	 Concepts addressed from social studies, science, mathematics, other: 

•	 Understand and apply and be computationally fluent with multiplication 
and division of fractions and decimals 

•	 Understand and apply proportional reasoning 

2.	 Language arts concepts and processes represented/modeled in the text selection: 

•	 Read for a variety of purposes and across content areas 

•	 Use a variety of skills & strategies to comprehend non-fiction and 
informational text 
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3.	 How does the teacher model his or her use of what the author(s) provided in the 

text? 

•	 Connections made to past learning or future content if appropriate to your 

purpose: 

•	 As I was reading this new edition of National Geographic, I noticed Jeremy 
Berlin wrote in a way that helped me visualize. He used several attributes 
that helped me as a reader “see” his topic and understand its major 
features. 

•	 Listening activation (e.g., “Listen to the title and opening paragraph of…” 

“Listen to the beginning of… “Listen for how…”): 

•	 Listen as I explain about the world’s largest swimming pool. Pay attention 
and listen for the title which is a play on words. Listen for the rich description 
which will help you visualize. Finally, listen for how the author compares 
something known to something unknown. 

•	 Read aloud the text you have selected, or, read and share if there are 


illustrations.
 

TEXT: “Big Dipper” 

Salt water from a southern ocean surrounds you. White sand lines the 
floor and shore. Sailboats dot the surface as snorkelers swim by. Welcome to . . . 
the world’s largest pool. 

Covering 20 acres and stretching half a mile, the swimming hole at 
Chile’s San Alfonso del Mar resort is a 115-foot deep, 66-million gallon monster. 
(An Olympic-size pool is “only” 164 feet long, 6 feet 7 inches deep, 660,000 
gallons.) Built for $3.5 million by the Chilean firm Crystal Lagoons, which aims to 
open an even vaster version in the Egyptian desert, the pool has delighted 
resort guests and curiosity seekers since 2007. Now athletes are joining the list. 

U.S. triathlete 
Amana Stevens, 
32, took a dip in – 
and a run around 
– the giant pool 
last year. “It 
stretches on 
forever and ever,” 
she gushes. “There 
should be a 
training camp 
here!” 

SOURCE: National 

Geographic 

Magazine; April, 
2010; technology 
insert 

AUTHOR: 

Jeremy Berlin 
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Talk about what appealed to you in how the author(s) presented the 

information. Point out the reader-writer connection (e.g., “I noticed the author… 

it made me think about…”). 

Be sure to stay focused, crisp, and concise—addressing only a few attributes at 

first. Students will need to be able to see the text as you discuss it. You may also 

want to post the list of attributes that drew you to this text. 

• There were special attributes of the author’s writing that I really liked: 

a.	 The title is a play on words 

b.	 The author uses rich description 

c.	 Comparing something known to something unknown 

•	 The title, “Big Dipper,” grabbed my attention and made me want to read 
further because of the play on words. Part of me wondered if this had 
anything to do with constellations … even though the picture told me 
otherwise. Then I made the connection between ‘water’ and ‘dipper.’ 

•	 The first paragraph was beautifully descriptive and somewhat mysterious. 
I was intrigued by the fact that snorkelers and sailboats could also share 
the space with swimming enthusiasts. I do see a vacation on the horizon! 

•	 The second paragraph very clearly helped me picture this enormous 
swimming pool. The author compared this ½ mile long pool to an 
Olympic sized pool, something that we can all relate to and easily 
visualize. The fact that this pool holds 100 times more water than an 
Olympic pool astounded me! 

4.	 What, if any, student application activity was used? 

(There are many appropriate student application activities, but remember the 

primary purpose of the Reading Comprehension Talk-aloud is to help students 

learn to use the reading/writing connection; therefore, many of your talk-alouds 

should eventually lead students to identify their own model text and share its 

attributes.) 

•	 Find an example from a magazine or a non-fiction book that includes at 
least one of these attributes: 

a.	 The title is a play on words 

b.	 The author uses rich description to help the reader visualize. 

c.	 The author compares something known to something unknown so 
that the reader has a frame of reference and can make connections. 

•	 When you find something that you really like, mark it with a sticky note so we 
can go back to it later. Then when everyone’s done, you’ll each share with a 
partner. Eventually we’ll see what everyone found. 

5.	 a. Reflections on the Reading Comprehension Talk-aloud and organization of the 

lesson: 

5.	 b. Reflections on student response: 
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