
Choosing words to teach 

Text: Grandpa’s Teeth Author: Rod Clement 

Word 

from text 
Word in context Student friendly explanation Comments and Decisions 

grave 

Officer Rate looked grave. 

“We’ve done a thorough search of 

the room and house, but we’ve 

found nothing at all—no teeth, no 

clues. 

Grave means to look serious; you 

have a serious look on your face 

because you are concerned or 

worried about something.  

Grave is a good tier 2 word, but I think I 

will just give this word brief attention 

while I read the story. This is not a word 

that they will see as often as some of the 

others in the story. I will use fast mapping 

to provide the student friendly explanation 

of grave. 

mystery 

Everyone was at home at the time 

of the theft, so how the thief got in 

and out without being seen is a 

mystery. 

A mystery is something that 

cannot be explained. If something 

is a mystery that means it is hard 

to understand because we don’t 

know much about it. 

Mystery is a good tier 2 word; I think 

students may not come across the word 

frequently, but they will frequently read 

these types of books. I will choose this 

word to teach after reading, including a 

student friendly explanation and multiple 

contexts and activities to use the word. 

description 

Can you give me a description of 

the stolen articles, Mr. 

Pertwhistle? 

Using Grandpa’s description the 

police artist drew a picture of the 

missing teeth. 

Description means the details of 

what something is like. If you give 

a description of something, you 

tell what it is like. 

Description is a good word to teach; 

students will come across different 

variations of this word (e.g. describe) when 

they read. I will choose this word to teach 

after reading, including the student friendly 

explanation and multiple contexts and 

activities to use the word. 

Investigation 

Officer Rate took us all down to 

the station for further 

investigation. 

Investigation means to try to find 

out the truth about something. If 

you are investigating something, 

you are trying to find out what, 

how or why it happened. 

Investigation is an important word for 

students to learn; I think that I can quickly 

address this word when we read it in the 

context of the story. I will use fast mapping 

to provide a student friendly explanation of 

investigation. 

Resource provided by AEA 267 © 2009 — Permission granted to educational organizations to copy and use 
http://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/ 

1 

http:http://www.aea267.k12.ia.us


broadly 

“No!” shouted Grandpa angrily, “I 

mean REALLY sthmile.” 

Officer Rate smiled broadly. 

When you are smiling broadly, 

you have a big smile on your face. 

This may be a word that students don’t 

know, but I think students will be able to 

understand the word with a quick definition 

as well as the context in which it occurs. I 

will use fast mapping to provide a student 

friendly explanation of broadly. 

suspected 

After several days Officer Rate 

had to admit that no teeth had 

been found, not thief had been 

caught, and no new clues had been 

uncovered. Grandpa suspected 

everyone, especially anyone who 

didn’t smile. 

Suspect means to think something 

is true. If you suspect something 

that means you think it might be 

true, even if you’re not sure.  

This is a word that students could come 

across in other contexts. I will choose to 

teach this word extensively, although I will 

teach the root word suspect instead of 

suspected. I will use a student friendly 

explanation and multiple contexts and 

activities to use the word. 

complain 

That night, for the first time that 

anyone could remember, the town 

hall was full. Speaker after 

speaker stood up to complain 

about the loss of customers and 

the constant strain of smiling all 

day, every day. 

Complain means to talk about 

something you don’t like. If you 

complain, that means you talk 

about something that bothers you 

and that you want to change. 

Complain is a good word to teach and one 

that students will see frequently. I will 

teach this word extensively after reading 

the text, including a student friendly 

explanation and multiple contexts and 

activities to use the word. 

conspiracy 

Conspiracy is not in the text. This 

word was chosen because Grandpa 

thought that there was a secret 

plan to steal his teeth. Another 

way of saying that would be 

conspiracy. 

A conspiracy is a secret plan 

people have to do something 

mischievous or wrong. 

I want my students to understand the 

concept of conspiracy to help them 

understand the story. Conspiracy is a 

concept that students will come across in 

multiple contexts. 
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