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Writing Talk-Aloud Implementation Log 
Review 
Talk-alouds provide an opportunity to model the reading/writing connection so 
students can “see” and hear how an experienced and skillful reader relates to and 
uses what the author has provided. For the text you use as a model, you need a 
passage or text excerpt that is well-crafted and worked for you as a reader.  
Hopefully, you have shared this model text and its attributes in a reading 
comprehension talk-aloud. Using the attributes of the model text, write (or write 
and illustrate) your own text presentation. 

In sharing your Writing Talk-aloud with students, you “talk students through” 
how you used the attributes of the model to craft your own message. The 
attributes that drew you to the model passage may be something as simple as 
how the title and opening sentence worked together to open the author’s 
message, or a literacy device such as parallel text structure, or the organizational 
pattern the author used, such as comparison/contrast and enumeration-it all 
depends on what worked for you as a reader and what your students are ready for 
as writers. Writing talk-alouds are one more way that we can provide an 
instructional scaffold to higher literacy for our students. Our long-range purpose 
for Talk-alouds is to have students be aware of and use the reading/writing 
connection for themselves. Thus, while every teacher Talk-aloud does not need to 
be followed by student Talk-alouds, enough practice must be provided for students 
to learn to use the strategy for themselves.  

Implementation Information 
__X__ I am using this log to plan or record notes for my lesson. 

_____ I am using this log as I observe my collaborative planning partner: 

_____ I am using this log as I observe a live or videotaped demonstration during 
staff development: ___________________ 

Date: Oct. 23, 2008   District/School:   Nodaway Valley East Elementary   .
 

Name, Grade Level or Role: D. Crees/1st grade .
 

Title of Nonfiction Book Used: At Home Long Ago and Today . 


Pages: cover, Table of Contents and p. 20 – 21   Author(s):   Lynnette R. Brent  .
 

Also, my passage about teaching
 

1. Concepts addressed from social studies, science, mathematics, other: 

The students will understand the difference in the kinds of foods eaten long   
ago and those eaten today and the reasons for those differences.   
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Standard VIII. Students will develop an understanding of relationships among science, 
technology, and society. 
A.	 Students understand how science, technology, and economic activity have 


developed, changed, and affected societies throughout history.
 

2. Language arts concepts and processes represented/modeled in the 
text selection: 

Students will understand how the text structure of compare and contrast helps in their 
understanding of the author’s passage.   

Standard II. Students apply a wide range of reading strategies 

E. The students will utilize comprehension strategies 

7. Analyze the style or structure of a text  (Compare and Contrast) 

Standard III.  The students will communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and 
audiences 

B. The students will use a wide range of writing strategies and employ the various 
elements of the writing process 

3. The students will write for a variety of purposes and audiences 

3. How does the teacher model his or her use of what the author(s) 
provided in the text? 

•	 Connection to past learning (may be briefer than a Read-aloud, but 
depends on your purpose in the Talk-aloud): 

“Yesterday, I shared with you the attributes of Lynnette R. Brent’s writing that I 
really liked.” (Refer to the attribute chart that is posted.) “ She used the text 
structure compare and contrast. That is when authors take 2 things and show in 
pictures and words how those two things are alike and how they are different.  She did 
this in her pictures and in her words.”  (Quickly review the pictures and the text, which 
is posted large so the students can easily see. Circle the words Long ago and Today.  
Underline the comparisons.) “ I really appreciated how this author’s use of compare and 
contrast helped me understand and remember the passage, so I decided to try to use 
compare and contrast in my own writing.”     

•	 Listening activation (e.g., “Listen for how I used…”):     

“Listen as I share my own writing using compare and contrast to give my readers 
information about my teaching now compared to when I first started teaching.” 

•	 Read your paragraph aloud:  (On large chart paper) 

I started teaching almost 30 years ago.  Many things have changed since then. Years 
ago, I taught junior high students.  Now, I teach first graders.  Years ago, I used lots of 
workbooks and worksheets. Now, I use PWIM and nonfiction books.  Years ago, 
students helped do jobs in my classroom.  Now, students still help do jobs in my 
classroom. 
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•	 Point out how you used the author’s writing craft and/or 
organization in your own writing. (Compare the writing attributes 
of the two pieces.) Keep this crisp; stick to only a few things. 

“I noticed that Lynnette R. Brent used compare and contrast in her writing.  I used 
compare and contrast in my writing. Lynnette R. Brent started out writing about ‘long 
ago.’ We found out that refrigerators were invented about 80 years ago, so when 
Lynnette R. Brent talks about ‘long ago,’ she is referring to the way things were 80 
years ago. Well, I haven’t been alive for 80 years, so I thought about something I have 
done for a long time.  

 I have taught for almost 30 years.  I thought that was important for my readers to 
know. So, I started my writing out with the sentence, ‘I started teaching almost 30 
years ago.’ Then I wrote, ‘Many things have changed since then.’ I wanted my readers to 
know that I was going to talk about those changes.  Instead of the words ‘long ago’ that 
Lynette R. Brent used, I decided to use ‘years ago’.  I already told my readers that it 
was about 30 years ago. Where Lynette R. Brent used ‘today,’ I decided to use the 
word ‘now.’ 

 Lynnette R. Brent used compare (how things are alike) and contrast (how things are 
different) to help us learn about the types of food people ate long ago and today.  I 
used compare and contrast to help my readers learn about my teaching years ago (30) 
and now. I used the age of the students and the work that we do to point out the 
differences.  In the last two sentences, I compared my teaching ‘years ago’ and ‘now’ to 
show some ways it is alike.”  

(It is important to go back and forth pointing out the attributes of both passages.)      

4. Student Application Activity: 

Remember, this is to lead the students to do their own Writing Talk-
alouds as they learn to use the reading/writing connection. Students 
need to share regularly—selecting their own models for writing and 
discussing the attributes they used.  

“Now you are going to have the opportunity to be good authors.  You will write with 
the purpose of giving your readers some information about something you have done 
before and something you do now.  Just like me, you have not been alive for 80 years, or 
even for 30 years. So, you will need to think about something to compare maybe last 
year to this year.  It might be something at school or at home.”  (Let the students 
brainstorm ideas.) 

“When you have an idea of what you will write about, come and get your paper and get 
started. We’ll share our writing with the whole group on Wednesday.  Be prepared to 
tell how you used compare and contrast in your writing.”  

© 2008 Iowa Department of Education                  	    Emily Calhoun, The Phoenix Alliance (Revised 2008) 
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5a. Reflections on the Writing Talk-aloud and organization of the lesson: 

Use of the writing talk aloud is so much more effective than using worksheets.  Using 
the visuals and posting the attribute chart really helps the students stay focused. Using 
an author’s writing helps me with my writing. 

5b. Reflections on student response: 

I was pleased with the various topics the students came up with. 

Please include a copy of the passage used for your Talk-aloud. 

Implementation Data 
In the last 5 days, have you worked with your collaborative planning partner to 

select and rehearse a Writing Talk-aloud? 


__X__ Yes ____ No If “Yes,” how many times?   1 .
 

In the last 5 days, have you demonstrated a Writing Talk-aloud (with students) for 

your collaborative partner? 


__X__ Yes ____ No If “Yes,” how many times?   1 .
 

Questions about using Writing Talk-alouds: 
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