
                  
 

  

  
           

 

 
              

       

 
             

              
               

 
          

           
               

              
         

             
               

              
                

  
             

          

               
              

       

       
  
        
         
        

         
        

         

              
           

White Board Word Families 

Purpose: 
To provide a small group of students with more practice with applying onset/rime knowledge to decode and 
pronounce words. 

Materials: 
•	 Each student will need a white board, a dry erase marker, and a cloth for erasing 
•	 Several sets of cards with onsets and rimes 

Description: 
In this activity, students combine onsets and rimes to create either real or nonsense words. Determining whether 
the words are real encourages students to use their speaking vocabularies to cross-check for word meaning. This 
can be especially helpful for struggling readers since they have a tendency to forego meaning when decoding. 

Procedures: 
1.	 Share a word family poem or short story with the small group. 
2.	 Have the students locate all of the words from the poem or story that contain the same rime. Record 

those words on a chart as the students locate each one. You may also invite the children to think of more 
words containing the rime and add them to the chart. If there are several word families in the poem or 
story, just focus on one word family in each lesson. 

3.	 Distribute a white board, a dry erase marker, and an erase cloth to each child in the small group. 
4.	 Explain that the students will be shown a card with a beginning letter (onset) and a card with a word 

family (rime). Ask students to blend the beginning sound and the word family together to pronounce the 
word. For example, you may display a /d/ card and /og/ card. Students will blend the onset and the rime 
to pronounce the word dog. 

5.	 Next, the students determine whether the pronounced word is a real or nonsense word. You may want to 
have small groups work together to complete the task a couple of times before calling on individual 
students. 

6.	 If the word is real, students record it on their dry erase boards. Remind students that only actual words 
may be written on the dry erase boards. Since the word dog is indeed a real word, the students will 
record this word on their dry erase boards. 

Onset-Rime Combinations for White Board Families Activity
 
Onsets Rimes
 
1.	 p, b, d, r ig, ug, ag, og ,eg 
2.	 h, m, l, f, p at, id, op, in, et 
3.	 t, m, s, n ap, ip, et, ub, ot 
4.	 th, ch, gr, sk, sp in, ip, it, ill, ick 
5.	 thr, cl, tr, cr ash, amp, ust, ip, ump 
6.	 bl, str, scr, sm, cl ap, ock, ip, am, uck 
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