
                  
 

   

  
             

 
     

 
                

          
  

 
              

           
            

            

 
            

 
                
      

             
             

                 

              
             

            
              
        
              

  

                         
                         

                            
      

           
           

      

                    
      

Using Rimes to Decode by Analogy 

Purpose: 
To teach children to use letters, particularly rimes, to infer the pronunciation of an unfamiliar word. 

Materials: 
•	 Magnetic letters, letter tiles or letter cards; chart paper or overhead. 

Description: 
When teaching students to decode by analogy, assist the children in applying what they already know (the rime 

in a familiar or known word family/phonogram word) in order to solve an unknown word containing the same 

rime.
 
Prerequisites:
 

•	 Students must be able to separate words into onsets and rimes and to identify and generate rhyming 
words. 

•	 Students will need a basic understanding of how the letters in word families represent sounds. 
•	 Instruction in which students learn how the letters that make up rimes represent sounds 
•	 Phonemic awareness instruction in separating words into sounds and blending sounds into words 

Procedures: 
1.	 Explicitly teach students how to decode by analogy. The students will benefit from repeated modeling 

of this process 
•	 Draw attention to the rime in a word that they have probably not seen before, such as the ake in 

shake. Magnetic letters or letter tiles work well for these demonstrations. 
•	 Compare the new to the known. Present shake next to a known word such as make. 
•	 Remove the /m/ from make and in its place substitute the /sh/ in order to spell and say the word 

shake. You may want to say, “See, if you know the word make, then you also know the word 
shake.” 

2.	 Introduce clue words. Clue words are Word Wall words or known words that students may refer to 
when they recognize the rime in the new word. For example, cat might be the clue word for the at word 
family. So when the child encounters a new word, the following sequence may occur: 

•	 The student sees a new word such as splat and detects the rime at in the new word. 
•	 The student recalls the clue word for at, which is cat. 
•	 The student links the rime in the word splat with the clue word cat and is able to infer the 

pronunciation of the new word. 

Teaching Tip: The clue words should be on the Word Wall or another Word Chart so that students have access to them when reading and 
writing. Then if a student comes to a new word, the teacher may prompt the student with questions such as, “What word family looks like 
this one?” or “Can you find a word under the C on our Word Wall that has a chunk/word family that looks like this one?” or “If you 
know cat, then you know _____.” 

3.	 Increase students’ reading vocabulary. Students who are able to read greater numbers of words profit 
more from decoding by analogy than those readers who have only a small number of words under 
control. Knowing more words allows the students to generate more comparisons. 

Zimmerman, B. S., Padak, N. D., & Rasinski, T. V. (2008). Evidence-Based Instruction in Reading: A Professional Development Guide to Phonics. 
Boston, MA: Pearson Education, Inc. 

Resource provided by AEA 267 © 2010 — Permission granted to educational organizations to copy and use 1 
http://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/ 

http:http://www.aea267.k12.ia.us

