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Part 1: ELL Student Characteristics 
ANSWER KEY 

 
1. Which of the following school staff might serve as members of the ELL team who determine ELL 

participation for the Iowa Assessments? 

a. The ESL/bilingual teachers 

b. School administrators 

c.  General educators (or content area teachers) who work with the student 

d.  All of the above 
 

2. All of the following may be used as part of an evidence-based decision-making process to help 
determine assessment accommodations except… 
a. Age/grade 
b. I-ELDA scores 
c. Height and weight 
d. Literacy in the first language 
e. Observations from teachers about student’s classroom performance 

 
3. Which characteristic is often associated with ELLs who make rapid progress learning English? 

a. Born in the United States 
b. Limited or interrupted formal schooling  
c. Strong prior schooling in native language 
d. Received ESL/ELL services for more than 4 years 

 
4. Approximately what percentage of ELLs scored at below basic on the 2009 NAEP math and reading 

tests? 
a. 100% 
b. 50% 
c. 75% 
d. 25% 

 
5. Which characteristic is NOT found among ELLs making minimal progress learning English? 

a. Born in the United States 
b. Limited or interrupted formal schooling  
c. Received ESL/ELL services for more than 4 years 

 
6. What other question could we have asked on this quiz? 
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Part 2: ELL Testing Accommodations 

ANSWER KEY 
 

1. Only ELLs with an IEP may receive accommodations on the I-ELDA [state English language 
proficiency assessment].  

a. True 
b. False 

  
2. How are accommodations for ELLs and accommodations for students with disabilities different?  

a. They are the same thing 
b. Read aloud accommodation is allowed ONLY for students with disabilities 
c. Accommodations for ELLs help reduce learning barriers due to language proficiency, 

whereas accommodations for disabilities help reduce learning barriers due to a particular 
disability 

d. Accommodations for students with disabilities are classified as presentation, timing, direct 
linguistic support, or indirect linguistic support 

 

3. The purpose of ELL assessment accommodations is to... 

a. improve ELLs’ rate of passing the state mathematics, science, and reading/language arts 

assessments. 

b. provide equitable access to state mathematics, science, and reading/language arts 

assessments while maintaining test validity. 

 
4. Which accommodation is not allowed for the Iowa Assessment in reading? 

a. Word-to-word bilingual dictionary 
b. Read aloud content and test items 

 
5. Under what conditions is it permissible for an ELL to use a word-to-word bilingual dictionary? 

a. As long as the test administrator reads aloud the dictionary entries 
b. As long as the dictionary is electronic 
c. As long as the student is familiar with the dictionary and has used it on classroom-based 

assessments prior to the Iowa Assessments 
 

6. What other question could we have asked on this quiz? 
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Part 3: Assignment of ELL Testing Accommodations 

ANSWER KEY 
 

1. Which is NOT a way to ensure validity when providing accommodations for ELLs?  
a. Standardize accommodations by following the SEA accommodation policy manual on how to deliver 

each accommodation. 
b.  Assign ELLs as many accommodations as possible. 
c. Assign accommodations based on student characteristics, such as English language proficiency (ELP). 

 
2. Which of the following supports might be the most effective type of accommodation support on the 

Iowa Assessments for a refugee student with low English language proficiency, limited prior schooling, 
and a low level of literacy in his/her native language? 
a. Read-aloud test items (words and phrases on demand) 
b. Read-aloud test items (for the entire test) 

 
3. Which of the following is a direct linguistic accommodation allowed on the Iowa Assessments? 

a. Bilingual dictionary (word-to-word) 
b. Flexible schedule 
c. Visual aid  
d. Mark in test booklet or respond verbally 

 

4. True or False: In addition to reading aloud test items (verbatim), a bilingual dictionary (word-to-word 
entries, not full definitions) would also be an effective type of accommodation support on the Iowa 
Assessment in mathematics for an ELL with low English language proficiency, strong schooling, and a 
high level of literacy in his/her native language. 
a. True 
b. False 

 
5. Which of the following accommodations might provide the most effective support on the Iowa 
Assessments in mathematics for an ELL with an I-ELDA ELP level 5? 

a) A bilingual dictionary (word-to-word English/native language)  
b) Read-aloud test items (for the entire test) 
c) Mark in test booklet or respond verbally 

 
6. What other question could we have asked on this quiz? 
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Part 4: Implementation of ELL Testing Accommodations 

ANSWER KEY 
 

1.  What are requirements in the 2001 reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (also known as No Child Left Behind), for the assessment of ELLs?  

a. The current version of federal law does not say anything about assessing ELLs; instead, state 
laws govern assessment of ELLs. 

b. The current version of federal law strengthens the language found in the Improving 
American Schools Act of 1994 (IASA) by putting in place stricter timelines and more specific 
requirements for demonstrating progress. 

c. The current version of federal law requires states to test ELLs in a valid and reliable manner 
by providing reasonable accommodations. 

d. Both b and c are correct. 
 

2. Which ELLs must participate in the Iowa Assessments? 
a. Any ELL enrolled in U.S. schools for less than 12 months 
b. All ELL students in grades 3 through 8 and 11  
c. None of the above 

 
3. Which ELL can be exempt from the Iowa Assessments in Mathematics? 

a. Any ELL enrolled in U.S. schools for less than 12 months 
b. Any ELL with a low ELDA score 
c. Both a and b 
d. None of the above: All ELLs must take the Iowa Assessments in Mathematics  

 
4. True or False: Former ELLs who are in the two-year monitoring period can receive 

accommodations (such as bilingual word-to-word dictionary) on the Iowa Assessments in math 
and science. 

a. True 
b. False 

 
5. Where are the administration requirements for each accommodation located?  

a.  In the student’s IEP 
b. In the Iowa Guidelines for K-12 ELL Participation in District-wide Assessments and in the 

Iowa Assessments Test Examiner’s Manual 
c. There are no requirements for standardizing administration of ELL accommodations 

 
6. What other question could we have asked on this quiz? 


