
                  

  
    

   

   
            

         
          

    

  
         

        
           

       
       

 
            
        

         
           

       

   
      

      

  
          

         
         

         
        

 
          

            
               

      

 

Activities for Transitional and Conventional Spellers
 
Developing an Awareness of Derivational Patterns
 

Third Grade and Beyond
 

Word Hunt Race 
This game can be played in groups or teams. Give a Latin or Greek stem or a common base 
word. In a given time period, teams are to brainstorm as many related forms of the word as 
they can think of and list them. Lists are checked for correctness, and the team with the most 
related forms wins that round. 

Word Sorts 
Students sort word cards into categories sharing a common feature. Students form their own 
categories, explaining the common feature shared by all the words in the group. When word 
lists are used in which a number of the words fit a particular category, individual word sorts can 
be done by writing the words in columns on a duplicated sheet and the students can cut the 
words apart and sort the pieces on their desks. 

Concentration 
This game may be played as a group with large cards or in small groups with smaller cards. Two 
players or teams compete. Shuffle the cards together and lay them face down in horizontal and 
vertical rows. Teams or players take turns turning over a specific number of cards at a time; if 
two cards turned over are related, the team or player removes and keeps those two cards. The 
team or player with the most pairs at the end wins. 

Read my Mind 
Choose words being studied. Students will number their paper from one to five and attempt to 
guess the mystery word in less than five attempts as the clues get more specific. 

Derivation Race 
Working in teams, students race to locate as many different derived forms of the same word as 
possible in a given amount of time from magazines, newspapers, or other sources. These may 
be circled, underlined, highlighted, or cut out and glued in columns to sheets of paper. Instead, 
they may search for as many instances of words with a particular feature, such as a Greek or 
Latin prefix or ending. The group with the most words fitting the category wins. 

Charades 
Students draw a card with either a derived form of a base word or a common Greek or Latin 
prefix on it, and they act it out silently. Instead of guessing aloud, students have to either write 
the word they think is being acted out or hold up a card with the word written on it. This game 
may be played with individuals acting and guessing, or with teams. 
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