
                  
 

 
 

  

                

               

              

             

                

         

  

             

             

                   

          

  

               

                 

         

   

                

          

  

             

             

              

             

 

  

          

             

              

       

            

Activities for Phonetic Spellers 
Developing Letter-Sound Relationships 

Word Hunts 

Provide 2 or 3 examples of words that have a common beginning sound, either orally or in 

combination with the written words. Have children look all around the room and offer other 

words that begin with the same sound. Repeat the words as they are offered. If pairing the 

words with the written forms, write the words under the example words. If children provide 

words that start with the same sound but a different letter, point out that some sounds have 

more than one spelling and focus on the way these sound. 

Picture Sorts 

Distribute picture cards among the children and set up one or two pictures as examples of each 

sound, then have children come up and place their cards with the appropriate example, saying 

the word as they do so. Example cards may be placed in a pocket chart with the picture cards in 

an envelope and put in a center for individual sorting. 

Stand-up Sorts 

Give one child an example card and have all those with pictures of things with the same 

beginning sound, or the sound that is the focus, should come up and form a group or line next 

to the example card. Repeat for each sound being studied. 

Draw and Label 

Either on a large poster or on individual pieces of paper, create four large spaces and have the 

children draw objects with the target sound and label each picture. 

Name Sorts 

Print each child’s first name on a sentence strip and distribute them. Using an alphabetical 

word wall, have children place their name cards under the matching beginning letter. For each 

letter that begins a name, brainstorm with children other words or names that begin with the 

same letter/sound. Name cards can also be sorted by the number of letters and number of 

syllables. 

Magazine Search 

Students search for and cut out examples of words for the feature focus (beginning sounds, 

initial consonants, blends, endings). They will paste the words on posters or individual sheets to 

display in the classroom. Review the words they find and have them underline, circle, or 

highlight the featured part of the word. 
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