
 
   
  

  

Iowa Assessments Reading Test Accommodation and Modification Guidelines  

  

The question is as follows: “Many students have an accommodation that says, 

"Assessments may be read aloud other than the reading test."  I understand that the 

teacher cannot read aloud the actual passage, but could they read aloud the question 

and the choices in the reading comprehension section?”  

  

Simply Answer: No  

  

The question is one that surfaced several years ago and, was discussed at an Iowa 

Assessment Network (IAN) meeting. Dave Frisbee (of Iowa Testing at the time) was at the 

meeting and was very specific in his answer and the rationale for his answer. He used the 

“Guidance for Developing District Policy and Rules on Test Use, Test Preparation, and 

Test Security for the Iowa Tests” (2005) as a reference. This document can be found on 

the Iowa Testing website. The document clearly states the answer in the question posed in 

section C3:   

  

“What are the acceptable and unacceptable accommodations or modifications that might 

be considered for use with students who have an IEP or 504 plan?”    

  

“District policy regarding the use of accommodations during testing should be developed 

in conjunction with policy about including assessment accommodations in IEPs and 504 

plans. That is, there should be a list of accommodations from which developers of IEPs or 

504 plans might choose, as needed, and a list of changes or modifications that should not 

be made. For example, a test that measures reading comprehension should not be read to 

students who struggle with reading. Such a change would modify what is being measured 

(listening comprehension rather than reading comprehension in this case). Thus, read 

–a-loud accommodations for the reading test should never be permitted and should not be 

written into an IEP or 504 plan. The use of a dictionary on the vocabulary test* or the use 

of a calculator on the Math Computation test are additional examples of changes that 

should not be permitted. The directions for Administration Manual for the Iowa Tests have 

additional details about the use of accommodations and modifications (p.9).  

  

*On the new Iowa Assessments, the Vocabulary test is no longer part of the Reading test 

or score.  Thus, assuming the student has a legitimate need, this test can know be read 

aloud to the student.  This is a change from the older ITBS/ITED.  

  

Dave confirmed what is written above by stating that neither should the test questions or 

answers be read to these students. The construct being measured is reading comprehension 

and we need to have a clean measure of this construct.   

  

My unwanted opinion is that the waters around large-scale standardized testing are muddy 

enough when standardized protocols are followed. Therefore, we need to remember that 

standardized testing means that all  



students take the test in a very similar fashion, except where specifically allowed and these 

should be documented.   

   

Finally, we all should have an understanding of the difference between accommodations 

and modifications. As you consider any changes to the standardized administration of the 

Iowa Assessments or for that matter any large-scale assessment, be mindful of what the 

terms accommodation and modification mean. An accommodation is a change in the 

administration practices of an assessment that results in the student responding to the 

assessment in such a way that the constructs (or skills) measured are not altered.  Thus, if 

the construct is knowledge of scientific principles and concepts, the assessment questions 

can be read to the student if their reading ability prevents them from demonstrating 

knowledge of the assessed science content.  Furthermore, an adult, assuming the student 

does not have the motor skills to effectively handle this task, can even document the 

student answers on the answer sheet. By virtue of reading the science test items, and or 

documenting the answers to the questions on the answer sheet, the student is still required 

to demonstrate knowledge of scientific principals and concepts. If these accommodations 

were not utilized, the assessment would be measuring the student's low reading skills or 

undeveloped motor skills as much as their science skills.  The resulting score would be 

difficult to interpret.  

   

On the other hand, a modification is a change in the administration practices of an 

assessment that results in the student responding in such a way that the constructs (or 

skills)being measured are in fact altered.  Thus, if the construct is reading comprehension, 

neither the reading selection nor the test questions should be read aloud to the student.  By 

virtue of reading either element, the fundamental construct of the task is being changed. 

The task now becomes a listening comprehension task, not a reading comprehension task. 

If the student does in fact have reading comprehension difficulties, the resulting score 

should be reflective of this skill deficit and analysis of these deficits would ensue. 

However, if the assessment was modified, the resulting score is almost meaningless and 

further analysis is not productive. Thus, for all practical purposes, a modification to 

standardized test administration procedures for any large-scale assessment is not 

permitted.  

   

Prior to utilizing any changes to the administration of a large-scale standardized 

assessment, make sure that you have a complete understanding of the student's unique 

learning needs. Without this understanding, one would be merely guessing if an 

accommodation was necessary or not. An accommodation should not be a "nice to have" 

issue, but rather a "must have" issue. These accommodations must be made so that an 

accurate assessment of learning can occur. Upon making the decision to enact a change in 

the administration procedures of a large-scale assessment, make sure that the change does 

not alter, in any way, the constructs (or skills) that are being measured.  Furthermore, 

make sure that you adequately document these accommodations and are consistent from 

one year to the next assuming needs do not change.  

   

For additional guidance surrounding testing accommodations, you are encouraged to 

consult the test user's manual. Often time, the publisher  



will include information that will assist with these decisions. Also, feel free to contact 

either Jon McKenzie or Joe Kremer at AEA 267 should you have additional questions or 

concerns.  

  

  

  

   


