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 WRITING 

 
Entry into Level 5 (Fully English Proficient).  Students at this level demonstrate almost completely 

appropriate use of discourse features such as transition phrases and word order.  They can revise for content, 
organization and vocabulary.  They can use complex sentence structures, with some errors, and can edit for 
syntax and grammar.  They have a range of technical and nonacademic vocabulary that allows for precision 
and they begin to use nuanced and alternative word meanings.  They employ subtleties for different 
audiences and purposes.  They can use appropriate writing conventions with some circumlocutions and errors 
that do not affect comprehensibility.  Finally, they can successfully compose narrative, descriptive, 
expository, and persuasive texts. 

 
Entry into Level 4 (Advanced).  Students at this level demonstrate mostly successful use of discourse 

features such as transition words and sentence order.  They can revise for content, organization and 
vocabulary and show good control of the most frequently used grammatical structures, with errors.  They can 
edit for sentence-level structure.  They have sufficient vocabulary to express themselves with some 
circumlocutions, which are more frequent in academic contexts.  Their tone indicates some awareness of 
audience.  They can use appropriate writing conventions, with circumlocutions and errors that infrequently 

affect comprehensibility.  Finally, they can successfully compose narrative and descriptive texts and they may 
be successful writing expository and persuasive texts. 

 

Entry into Level 3 (Intermediate).  Students at this level demonstrate some use of discourse features such 

as transition words and sentence order.  They begin to revise for content, organization and vocabulary.  They 
demonstrate comprehensible use of basic sentence structures, with errors and can begin to edit for sentence-
level structure.  They use everyday vocabulary but know very few content-specific words.  There is some 

variation in their register, voice, and tone.  They may frequent mechanical errors, particularly when 
expressing complex thoughts or technical ideas.  Finally, students can compose narrative and some 
descriptive texts and can begin to write expository and persuasive texts. 

 
Entry into Level 2 (Beginning).  Students at this level may or may not use some basic rhetorical features 

such as ordering sentences appropriately and using simple cohesive devices.  They are unlikely to revise their 
writing spontaneously.  Their writing is limited to typical, present-tense, subject-verb-object sentences or 
phrases and is likely to be repetitive. They edit only with explicit support and direction and have a limited 
vocabulary.  They make frequent errors in mechanics, which is characteristic and expected.  Their text range 
is limited to narrative or simple descriptive. 

 

Level 1 (Pre-functional).  Students at this level are not yet functional in English.  They might be able to 

copy letters or form them from memory and might be able to write words; however, their text does not 

transmit a coherent message.  They do not use discourse features in their writing.  There is no evidence of 
appropriate text structure and sentence-level structure is predominantly inappropriate.  They may attempt to 
apply some writing conventions but do so inappropriately or do so correctly only when copying. 
 


