
I-ELDA RESULTS:  Explanation of Variables

Appendix B 

 READING 
Entry into Level 5 (Fully English Proficient).  Students at this level understand the range of texts 

available to minimally proficient native English speakers, including literary and academic genres and texts 
from school-social settings.  They understand main ideas and can extract precise and detailed information 
from a range of texts on familiar and unfamiliar topics in a number of genres comparable to a minimally 
proficient native English reader at the same grade level.  They often successfully interpret text on the basis 
of understanding its purpose.  They often successfully understand and can evaluate multiple perspectives of 

meaning.  They understand complex structures of written English and have a broad range of vocabulary and 
idioms relating to both content areas and school-social environments. 

Entry into Level 4 (Advanced).  Students at this level understand most nonacademic and nontechnical 

texts appropriate for grade level.  They understand many content area texts, mostly on familiar topics and 
approaching grade level.  They understand excerpts from literature.  They understand most written 
directions. They understand main ideas of a broad range of texts especially when below grade level but also 
approaching grade level.  They can begin to interpret text on the basis of understanding its purpose.  They 
understand significant relevant details and can make subtle extrapolations of extended narratives or 
presentations on familiar academic topics.  They understand sophisticated writer perspectives.  They 
understand most of the basic language forms of written English and are beginning to develop understanding of 
more complex structures.  They understand a wide range of vocabulary and idioms, especially of school-social 
environments, and are beginning to develop a wide range of technical vocabulary related to content areas. 

Entry into Level 3 (Intermediate).  Students at this level understand many authentic narrative and 

descriptive texts, especially when below grade level but with less complete comprehension for such texts on 
grade level.  They understand content-area texts with familiar content, mostly when below grade level.  They 

understand excerpts from literature especially when below grade level.  They understand simple written 
directions as well as some more complexly expressed directions.  They understand main ideas of narrative 
and descriptive texts and some of the main points of expository and persuasive texts when they deal with 
areas of personal interest or topic familiarity.  They begin to understand text purpose.  They can understand 
some supporting ideas of expository and persuasive texts when dealing with areas of special interest.  They 
understand some explicitly expressed points of view of writer and are able to draw simple conclusions.  They 
understand frequently used verb tenses and word-order patterns in simple sentences.  They understand a 
range of vocabulary and some idioms, mostly related to school-social environments, and have some key 
vocabulary from content areas. 

Entry into Level 2 (Beginning).  Students at this level understand short and simple authentic texts for 

informative or social purposes (e.g., general public statements, environmental texts, formulaic messages).  
They have some understanding of short narrative texts or trade books, mostly when below grade level.  They 
begin to understand some straightforward written directions.  They understand main ideas and can identify a 
few explicit supporting ideas of simple authentic informative and narrative materials when they contain 
simple language structures or rely heavily on visual cues or some prior experience with topic.  They have some 
limited understanding text purpose.  They are unable to extrapolate from text unless related to very basic 
ideas.  They understand simple basic grammatical structures of written English in the school–social 

environment.  They understand simple, basic everyday vocabulary of the school environment and common 
everyday activities. 

Level 1 (Pre-functional).  Students at this level may identify isolated words and key phrases and cognates, 

especially when highly contextualized.  They may understand some high-frequency, simple written directions, 
especially when highly contextualized.  They are unable to identify any ideas intended by writer of text or to 
use limited knowledge of vocabulary and structural patterns to identify communicative intent of text or part 
of text.  They do not understand how words, morphemes, and word order convey meaning in English. 


