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Appendix B 

SPEAKING 
 
Entry into Level 5 (Fully English Proficient).  Students who are ready to enter Level 5, Fully 

English Proficient, can supply coherent, unified and appropriately sequenced responses to an 
interlocutor.  They use a variety of devices to connect ideas logically.  They understand and can use a 
range of complex and simple grammatical structures, as appropriate for topic and type of discourse. 
Their grammar and vocabulary is comparable to that of a minimally proficient native English speaker—
grammar errors very seldom impede communication and their range of school-social and technical 
vocabulary allows a precision of speech comparable to a minimally proficient native English speaker.  
They infrequently but effectively use circumlocution.  They can understand and use a variety of 
idiomatic phrases.  They can effectively engage in non-interactive speech.  They can use language 
effectively to connect, tell, expand, and reason.  They show flexibility, creativity and spontaneity in 
speech in a variety of contexts.  Their pronunciations patterns (including stress and intonation) may be 
influenced by L1 but seldom interfere with communication. 

 

Entry into Level 4 (Advanced).  Students entering proficiency Level 4, the Advanced level, can 

supply mostly coherent, unified and appropriately sequenced responses to an interlocutor.  They use 
some devices to connect ideas logically and they use a range of grammatical structures. They make 

errors in modality, tense, agreement, pronoun use, and inflections, but these errors usually do not 
interfere with communication.  Students have sufficient vocabulary to communicate in non-academic 
situations and some academic and technical vocabulary.  They use circumlocutions and can 
appropriately use some idiomatic phrases.  They can engage in extended discussions.  They can often 
use language to connect, tell and expand; and can begin to use it to reason.  Their flexibility, 
creativity and spontaneity are sometimes adequate for the communicative situation.  Their 
pronunciation occasionally interferes with communication. 

 
Entry into Level 3 (Intermediate).  Students entering proficiency level 3, the Intermediate level, 

display some use of discourse features but mainly rely on familiar, discrete utterances.  They rely on 
simple transitional markers and use common, straightforward grammatical structures. They make 
errors in modality, tense, agreement, pronoun use, and inflections.  These errors seldom interfere with 
communication in simple sentences, but do interfere in complex constructions or when talking about 
academic issues.  Intermediate level students are limited in vocabulary, especially academic and 
technical vocabulary.  They use repetition; everyday, imprecise words; and code-switching to sustain 
conversations.  They begin to use idiomatic expressions.  They can retell, describe, narrate, question, 
and give simple, concrete instructions.  They can often use language to connect and tell and sometimes 
to expand.  They have some creativity and flexibility but often repeat themselves and hesitate. Their 

pronunciation patterns frequently interfere with communication. 

 
Entry into Level 2 (Beginning).  Students who are just entering proficiency level 2, the beginning 

level, use predominantly formulaic patterns in speech without regard to their connectivity.  They may 
use some very simple transitional markers.  They predominantly use formulaic patterns and memorized 
phrases, relying on schemata in L1.  Their word order is frequently inappropriate and frequent 

grammatical mistakes impede communication. Their school-social vocabulary is limited to keywords; 
they have little or no technical vocabulary.  They rely on survival vocabulary (needs and wants) and 
vocabulary provided by interlocutors.  They may be able to name or list and can sometimes use 
language to connect or tell.  Their limited vocabulary and knowledge of English structures impedes 
flexibility. 

 
Level 1 (Pre-functional).  Students in proficiency level 1 are not yet at a functional level in English.  

They may repeat common phrases with very simple structures; be able to say a few, common, everyday 
words; and may be able to provide some basic information in response to requests. 

 


