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Appendix B 

 

LISTENING 

 
Entry into Level 5 (Fully English Proficient).  Students at this level understand a significant 

amount of grade-level appropriate content-area and school-social speech. They understand the main 
ideas as well as relevant details and often-subtle nuances of meaning of extended discussions or 
presentations on a range of familiar and unfamiliar topics comparable to a minimally proficient native 

English speaker at the same grade level.  They are capable of making interpretations of what they 
listen to on the basis of understanding the speaker’s purpose.  They understand most of the complex 
structures of spoken English relative to their grade level. They have a broad range of vocabulary, 
including idiomatic language, relating to both content areas and school-social environments. 
 

Entry into Level 4 (Advanced).  Students at this level understand speech in most school-social 

settings and understand main ideas and some key supporting ideas in content-area settings.  They 
understand multistep directions.  They understand main ideas and significant relevant details of 
extended discussions or presentations on familiar and relevant academic topics.  They can interpret 
text on the basis of understanding the purpose of text when it is on a familiar topic.  They understand 
and are able to make subtle extrapolations from sophisticated speaker perspectives. They understand 
most of the basic language forms of spoken English and are beginning to develop understanding of more 
complex structures.  They understand a wide range of vocabulary and idioms, especially of school-
social environments, and are beginning to develop a wide range of technical vocabulary related to 
content areas. 

 
Entry into Level 3 (Intermediate).  Students at this level understand main ideas in short 

conversations on general school-social topics and frequently demonstrate general understanding of 
short messages or texts as well as longer conversations in familiar communicative situations and in 
academic content areas.  They frequently demonstrate detailed understanding of short discrete 
expressions but not of longer conversations and messages.  They understand single-step and some 

multistep directions.  They can begin to interpret text on the basis of understanding its purpose.  They 
understand some explicitly expressed points of view and can draw simple conclusions. They understand 
frequently used verb tenses and word-order patterns in simple sentences.  They understand a range of 
vocabulary and some idioms, mostly related to school-social environments, and have some key 
vocabulary from content areas. 

 
Entry into Level 2 (Beginning).  Students at this level understand simple and short statements, 

questions, and messages on familiar topics in school-social settings, and usually understand the main 
idea of simple messages and conversations.  They can understand most common or critical information 
in the classroom but may identify and understand only key words, phrases, and cognates in content-
area settings.  They begin to understand straightforward, single-step directions and speaker’s purpose. 
They have limited understanding of details and only of those that are explicitly stated and that support 
simple, straightforward messages or presentations.  They are unable to extrapolate from text unless 
related to very basic ideas.  They understand simple, basic grammatical structures and simple, basic, 
everyday vocabulary of spoken English in the school environment and common everyday activities.   

 

Level 1 (Pre-functional).  Students at this level may understand some common words or key 

phrases, especially when highly contextualized or when cognates.  They may understand some high-

frequency single-word or single-phrase directions, again, when highly contextualized.  They generally 
are unable to use their limited knowledge of simple structural patterns to identify the communicative 
intent of the speaker. 

 


