
 

    
 

  
  

        
                   

 
     

      

   
  
  
   

 
 

             
    

 
     

 
           

 
        

          
  

 
 

                
     

             
                   

          
 

        
       

 
        

 
           

 
  

             
               

     
 

  
    
  
   

 

 

Fluency Activity Planning Guide 
Date: ____4-27-05 
District/School: ____Harlan Community Schools – High School 
Name, Grade Level, Role: _Gayle Strickland, AP English Teacher 11th Grade 
Name of Activity: “Student”_______________________ 

Type of Fluency Activity: Group Size: 
X choral reading – modified lesson whole group 

readers theatre individual 
partner reading pairs 
repeated reading X small group—list members: 

Briefly describe the activity: 
The students will participate in a modified choral reading lesson using the poem 
“Student” by Ted Kooser. 

Briefly describe the aspect of fluency that is the focus of this lesson (rate, 
expression, accuracy, phrasing, etc.): 
The focus of this modified choral reading activity will be phrasing. 

“Today we will be reading and rereading the poem “Student” by Ted Kooser. Ted 
Kooser is the poet laureate of the United States. He is from Nebraska. You may have 
read about him in the Omaha World Herald. Mr. Kooser won the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for 
Poetry. 

As I read this poem, be conscious of how I’m using phrasing to help make meaning 
from the poem. Read the poem “Student.” Notice in the second stanza, how the poet 
has inserted a.saesura, which is a pause in the middle of the line. He did this again in 
the third line of this stanza. Think about how this affects the tone of this poem as we 
chorally read and as you read it with your partner. 

After I read the poem orally, get together with your partner and take turns reading 
aloud each stanza discussing the meaning of that particular stanza. When we’re 
finished, we’ll discuss the meaning as a group.” 

[Allow time for students to discuss. Discuss the meaning as a whole group.] 

[At the end of the class, chorally read the poem again.] 

Data used to determine focus of activity, students participating, and materials 
selected: 
Fluency instruction is appropriate for all students. Fluency is the bridge to 
comprehension. Students participating in this activity are in the AP class. This poem 
was selected as a part of the poetry unit in this classroom. 

Complete the following after the instructional activity: 
� Amount of time spent on activity: _7 ½ minutes 
� Reflections on the organization of the lesson: 
� Reflections on student response to activity*: 


