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								 How do Iowa's AEAs make a difference?

								 
								 Meet Elias, a young man with a talent for welding. At two and a half years old, Elias was diagnosed with Pervasive Developmental Disorder (PDD). Children with PDD experience developmental delays, including difficulty socializing and communicating. Following graduation from the CRAEA work experience program and after earning his degree at Iowa Lakes Community College, Elias is now a valued employee at Winnebago Industries. Through the power of determination and support from AEA staff, his family, and beloved teachers, Elias is leading a meaningful life and enjoys a successful career.								 

								 
									 Learn more!								 
							 

						 							 
								 How do Iowa's AEAs make a difference?

								 
								 Meet Olivia, a young adult with a passion for serving others. Olivia has received special education support from the AEA since she was a child. Today, she’s thriving in her customer service role with Hy-Vee in the Cedar Valley and receives rave reviews from co-workers and customers alike. Olivia proves that with the right environment and encouragement, every individual can forge a path to success, no matter the circumstances.								 

								 
									 Learn more!								 
							 

						 							 
								 How do Iowa's AEAs make a difference?

								 
								 Meet Caroline, a young lady with a passion for journalism who has started her college career at Drake University. Caroline was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy at one. She received years of support from her AEA. From physical and occupational therapists to media resources that improved her typing skills and led to her passion for writing, Caroline remembers it all. Through her lived experiences, Caroline demonstrates the positive influence of the AEA in shaping the foundation for her future success.								 

								 
									 Learn more!								 
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					 Bridging Languages, Building Futures: How Iowa’s AEAs Support English Learners and Their Teachers

					 Imagine dropping your child off for their first day at their new school. What hopes do you have for them?… Continue reading Home
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										AEAs are critical to the success of Iowa’s education system 

									

								
	
									
										
										The Value of Iowa AEAs: A Passionate Plea for Continued Support 

									

								
	
									
										
										Iowa Area Education Agencies offer valuable services to public and non-public schools in Iowa 

									

								


			 

 
		 

	 

 
 
 
	 
		 
			 
				 
					 
						 How we help educators, students & families
					 

				 

				 
					 	
										 1
										 
											 
												 Efficiency 											 

											 
												 We provide services to local school districts that they could not afford independently. By working together, we make every dollar stretch further.											 

										 

									 
	
										 2
										 
											 
												 Equity											 

											 
												 Prior to the establishment of Iowa's Area Education Agency (AEA) system in 1974, the Iowa legislature was plagued with complaints about inequitable services from district to district across Iowa. One of our number one objectives is to ensure that all students and teachers, regardless of location, have access to what they need to succeed.											 

										 

									 
	
										 3
										 
											 
												 Excellence											 

											 
												 Excellence is not a buzzword at Central Rivers AEA, it's part of our DNA as an organization. We recruit and retain highly qualified team members with a passion for service. 											 
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												 Leadership & Service											 

											 
												 We both respond to district requests and create opportunities never thought of before. Our dedication extends to every last student we serve.											 
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                        [image: Central Rivers AEA Work Experience Coordinator, Nicole Jones, helps students find jobs in their local communities. These jobs aim to teach students valuable skills needed for success after they graduate. 🙌 👏  Every day, Nicole assists students in four different schools across four towns. She connects and collaborates with local businesses to ensure students get real-world experience! 👏  #EveryDayAtAEA #CRAEA #workexperience #iaedchat #ialegis]            Lightbox link for post with description Central   Rivers   AEA   Work   Experience   Coordinator,...
        

        
	                
                Central   Rivers   AEA   Work   Experience   Coordinator,   Nicole   Jones,   helps   students   find   jobs   in   their   local   communities.   These   jobs   aim   to   teach   students   valuable   skills   needed   for   success   after   they   graduate.   🙌   👏
 
 
 
 Every   day,   Nicole   assists   students   in   four   different   schools   across   four  ...towns.   She   connects   and   collaborates   with   local   businesses   to   ensure   students   get   real-world   experience!   👏
 
 
 
 #EveryDayAtAEA   #CRAEA   #workexperience   #iaedchat   #ialegis
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                        [image: Dunkerton CSD teachers engaged in coaching sessions with a Central Rivers AEA literacy consultant and school psychologist. The teachers worked with the #CRAEA staff to apply skills from their “Intensive Literacy” class. 🙌  They taught phonics explicitly and used visual, auditory and hands-on techniques to enhance student learning! 👏  #EveryDayAtAEA #iaedchat]            Lightbox link for post with description Dunkerton   CSD   teachers   engaged   in   coaching...
        

        
	                
                Dunkerton   CSD   teachers   engaged   in   coaching   sessions   with   a   Central   Rivers   AEA   literacy   consultant   and   school   psychologist.   The   teachers   worked   with   the   #CRAEA   staff   to   apply   skills   from   their   “Intensive   Literacy”   class.   🙌
 
 
 
 They   taught   phonics   explicitly   and   used   visual,   auditory   and  ...hands-on   techniques   to   enhance   student   learning!   👏
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                        [image: Thank you @cedarvalleymakers, for helping us host a fantastic Innovators Conference! 🙌  Several students made something and shared it with other makers, thinkers and creators, as well as participated in the CV Makers Tour to spark their interests in future fields. 👏  #EverydayAtAEA #CRAEA #iaedchat]            Lightbox link for post with description Thank   you   @cedarvalleymakers,   for   helping   us   host...
        

        
	                
                Thank   you   @cedarvalleymakers,   for   helping   us   host   a   fantastic   Innovators   Conference!   🙌
 
 
 
 Several   students   made   something   and   shared   it   with   other   makers,   thinkers   and   creators,   as   well   as   participated   in   the   CV   Makers   Tour   to   spark   their   interests   in   future   fields.   👏
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                        [image: “The more reflective we are, the more effective we are.” A huge thank you to Pete Hall, former principal, best-selling author and co-founder of EducationHall, for sharing valuable insights and resources today!  When you get #CRAEA instructional coaches, educators & school administrators together for professional learning around transforming classroom instruction – you get staff better prepared to provide high-quality learning experiences in every classroom, for every student, every day! 🙌👏  #EveryDayAtAEA #iaedchat #ialegis]            Lightbox link for post with description “The   more   reflective   we   are,   the   more   effective...
        

        
	                
                “The   more   reflective   we   are,   the   more   effective   we   are.”   A   huge   thank   you   to   Pete   Hall,   former   principal,   best-selling   author   and   co-founder   of   EducationHall,   for   sharing   valuable   insights   and   resources   today!
 
 
 
 When   you   get   #CRAEA   instructional   coaches,   educators   &   school  ...administrators   together   for   professional   learning   around   transforming   classroom   instruction   –   you   get   staff   better   prepared   to   provide   high-quality   learning   experiences   in   every   classroom,   for   every   student,   every   day!   🙌👏
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                        [image: Today was #HistoryDay at Central Rivers AEA! National History Day is a competition where students in grades 6-12 pick a topic and dive deeply into the past by conducting extensive research in libraries, archives and museums. 📚  Students present their conclusions and evidence through papers, exhibits, performances, documentaries and websites.  In the process, studying the past builds empathy and improves researching, writing and analytical skills. History education matters – studying the past helps us make sense of the present to move forward into the future! 🙌  Check out some key takeaways Dike-New Hartford students gave about their history projects, below.  Congratulations to all students that participated today – your presentations looked incredible! 👏 --------------------------- “Queen Elizabeth impacted history – she showed people that women can be independent and great rulers during a time where that wasn’t common. She really showed that women could do things just like men, and be very successful.”  “We wanted to show how much Jackie Robinson really did for history. He wasn’t just a baseball player; he was a fighter for civil rights… for equal rights.”  “It’s important to understand what went wrong and how improper farming styles influenced the Dust Bowl. If farmers used these tactics today, we would probably still be in a dust bowl.”  “While the Great Depression was bad, it has some positive impacts on us today. It caused a shift and helped drive women into the workforce.”  #EveryDayAtAEA #CRAEA #iaedchat #ialegis]            Lightbox link for post with description Today   was   #HistoryDay   at   Central   Rivers   AEA!...
        

        
	                
                Today   was   #HistoryDay   at   Central   Rivers   AEA!   National   History   Day   is   a   competition   where   students   in   grades   6-12   pick   a   topic   and   dive   deeply   into   the   past   by   conducting   extensive   research   in   libraries,   archives   and   museums.   📚
 
 
 
 Students   present   their   conclusions   and   evidence   through  ...papers,   exhibits,   performances,   documentaries   and   websites.
 
 
 
 In   the   process,   studying   the   past   builds   empathy   and   improves   researching,   writing   and   analytical   skills.   History   education   matters   –   studying   the   past   helps   us   make   sense   of   the   present   to   move   forward   into   the   future!   🙌
 
 
 
 Check   out   some   key   takeaways   Dike-New   Hartford   students   gave   about   their   history   projects,   below.
 
 
 
 Congratulations   to   all   students   that   participated   today   –   your   presentations   looked   incredible!   👏
 
 ---------------------------
 
 “Queen   Elizabeth   impacted   history   –   she   showed   people   that   women   can   be   independent   and   great   rulers   during   a   time   where   that   wasn’t   common.   She   really   showed   that   women   could   do   things   just   like   men,   and   be   very   successful.”
 
 
 
 “We   wanted   to   show   how   much   Jackie   Robinson   really   did   for   history.   He   wasn’t   just   a   baseball   player;   he   was   a   fighter   for   civil   rights…   for   equal   rights.”
 
 
 
 “It’s   important   to   understand   what   went   wrong   and   how   improper   farming   styles   influenced   the   Dust   Bowl.   If   farmers   used   these   tactics   today,   we   would   probably   still   be   in   a   dust   bowl.”
 
 
 
 “While   the   Great   Depression   was   bad,   it   has   some   positive   impacts   on   us   today.   It   caused   a   shift   and   helped   drive   women   into   the   workforce.”
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                        [image: The Cedar Valley Family science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) festival at the Uni-Dome earlier this week was a jam-packed event! 🙌  One festival participant shared, “Thanks to Central Rivers AEA for igniting minds with the wonders of coding, technology and a digital star lab! Opportunities like these help lay the foundation for future robotics students, engineers, programmers, developers and AI creators. These future innovators will impact healthcare, finance, manufacturing, marketing and so much more. CRAEA sparked joy and curiosity in the next generation today.” 👏  It was three straight hours of students and their families experiencing STEM together. Around 400 people went through our Star Lab! ⭐️💫  This festival is a part of media services the AEA provides to schools. So many students recognized the kits and taught their parents about coding, while some experienced it for the very first time.  Reserve resources and materials for your classroom, today! https://bit.ly/GetMediaresources  #EveryDayAtAEA #CRAEA #iaedchat #ialegis #STEM]            Lightbox link for post with description The   Cedar   Valley   Family   science,   technology,...
        

        
	                
                The   Cedar   Valley   Family   science,   technology,   engineering,   and   math   (STEM)   festival   at   the   Uni-Dome   earlier   this   week   was   a   jam-packed   event!   🙌
 
 
 
 One   festival   participant   shared,   “Thanks   to   Central   Rivers   AEA   for   igniting   minds   with   the   wonders   of   coding,   technology   and   a   digital   star  ...lab!   Opportunities   like   these   help   lay   the   foundation   for   future   robotics   students,   engineers,   programmers,   developers   and   AI   creators.   These   future   innovators   will   impact   healthcare,   finance,   manufacturing,   marketing   and   so   much   more.   CRAEA   sparked   joy   and   curiosity   in   the   next   generation   today.”   👏
 
 
 
 It   was   three   straight   hours   of   students   and   their   families   experiencing   STEM   together.   Around   400   people   went   through   our   Star   Lab!   ⭐️💫
 
 
 
 This   festival   is   a   part   of   media   services   the   AEA   provides   to   schools.   So   many   students   recognized   the   kits   and   taught   their   parents   about   coding,   while   some   experienced   it   for   the   very   first   time.
 
 
 
 Reserve   resources   and   materials   for   your   classroom,   today!   https://bit.ly/GetMediaresources
 
 
 
 #EveryDayAtAEA   #CRAEA   #iaedchat   #ialegis   #STEM
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				 What we are proud of

			 

			 
				 
					 								 
									 
										 Top Workplace

										 
											 We are a Des Moines Register Top Workplace.										 

									 

								 

							 								 
									 
										 90%

										 
											 of local educators say Central Rivers AEA special education services are "meeting or exceeding" expectations.										 

									 

								 

							 								 
									 
										 96%

										 
											 of local educators say that Central Rivers AEA Future Ready supports are "meeting or exceeding" expectations.										 

									 

								 

							 								 
									 
										 98%

										 
											 of local educators say that Central Rivers AEA Media and Creative Services are "meeting or exceeding" expectations.										 

									 

								 

							 				 

			 

		 

	 

 
 
	 
		 
			 
				 
					 
						 
						 
					 
				 
				 
					 
						 

							 
								 "The AEA staff members who work with my district have been extremely helpful across the board...answering questions specific to content areas, helping with technology implementation, analyzing and using student data, and implementing Social and Emotional Learning structures."							 
						 

					 
				 

				 
					 High School Teacher
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						Iowa’s Area Education Agencies
						
							1521 Technology Pkwy
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